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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Republic of Panama, January 25, 2008

Agreement No. 14/08
ADOPTION OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF OBSERVERS IN THE OPEN MEETINGS OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL AND OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

The Ministerial Council:

Considering Articles V and based on Article IX (c) of the Convention establishing the ACS,

Approves the Terms and Conditions for the Participation of Observers in the Open Meetings of the Ministerial Council and of the Special Committees of the Association of Caribbean States, as presented in Annex I.
ANNEX I

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF OBSERVERS IN THE MEETINGS OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL AND OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

I. GENERAL DISPOSITIONS
ARTICLE 1:  Definitions.  The definitions used in these terms and conditions of the present regulations, shall be the same as those set forth in Article I of the Convention establishing the Association of Caribbean States, hereafter known as the Convention.

ARTICLE 2:  Nature of these Terms and Conditions.  These terms and conditions are pursuant to Article V of the Convention.

ARTICLE 3:  Supplementary.  Those cases not foreseen either in the Convention or in the present terms and conditions shall be resolved by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 4:  Precedence.  In the case of conflict between any provision of these terms and conditions and the Convention, the latter shall prevail.

II. STATUS OF OBSERVERS
ARTICLE 5:  Application.  The State, Country, Territory or any other regional or international Organization wishing to be Observer shall submit to the Secretary General an application for admission. The Secretary General shall circulate the application to the Member States, who will be able to discuss it at the Intersessional Preparatory Meeting of the Ministerial Council in order to arrive at a consensus. The Secretary General shall subsequently present the application to the Ministerial Council with the recommendation.  Once approved, the Secretary General shall send to them certified copies of the Convention establishing the Association, Rules of Procedure of the Ministerial Council, and Regulation of the Special Committees and of Observers.  
ARTICLE 6:  Admission of Observers.

1. Observers shall be:

A. Those States, Countries and Territories, listed in Annexes I and II of the Convention, which apply to be Observers and which are accepted as such by the Ministerial Council, bearing in mind the possibility of contributing to the attainment of purpose and goals of the Convention.

B. Other States, Countries, Territories and regional and international Organizations which have promoted the setting up of the Association shall be given priority.  Once their application is approved, they shall be considered as Founding Observers.

C. The Ministerial Council shall grant special consideration to the countries of Latin America which apply for Observer status in the Association.

D. Other States, Countries and Territories that apply and are accepted by the Ministerial Council, considering the possibility of their technical, scientific and economic cooperation to the development programs and projects agreed by the Association.

E. Other applying Organizations that are accepted by the Ministerial Council.

2. In view of the emphasis upon promoting, consolidating and strengthening the regional cooperation and integration process and in recognition of the unique role envisaged in the Convention for the subregional integration organizations in the fulfilment of the purposes and functions of the Association, the Secretariat pursuant to the functions set out in Article XV of the Convention, shall enter into special arrangements with CARICOM, SELA, SICA and SIECA to facilitate their participation in the works of the Ministerial Council and the Special Committees.

III. PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS
ARTICLE 7:  Participation in open meetings of the Ministerial Council.  Observers may participate, with right to speak and without the right to vote, in the open meetings of the Ministerial Council when invited by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 8:  Participation in open meetings of the Special Committees.  Observers may participate, with right to speak, in the open meetings of the Special Committees which analyse projects and initiatives to which the Observers provide technical and financial cooperation or in which they have a substantial interest.

IV.
CONTRIBUTIONS OF OBSERVERS
ARTICLE 9:  Contributions:  Financial contributions by the Observers to the Special Fund, other Funds and Programs which may be set up, shall be used for the benefit of the Member States and Associated Members.  Contributions could also take the form of technical assistance.

V. FINAL DISPOSITIONS

ARTICLE 10:  Entry into Force:  The present terms and conditions shall enter into force on the date of approval by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 11:  Amendments.  These terms and conditions may be amended by consensus of the Ministerial Council.  Such amendments shall enter into force thirty days after their approval.


