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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)
THIRTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Republic of Panama, January 25, 2008

Agreement No. 15/08

ADOPTION OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF SOCIAL PARTNERS IN THE OPEN MEETINGS OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL AND THE SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

The Ministerial Council:

Based on Articles IX (d) of the Convention establishing the ACS,

Approves the Terms and Conditions for the Participation of Social Partners in the Meetings of the Ministerial Council and the Special Committees of the Association of Caribbean States, as presented in Annex I.
ANNEX I

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF SOCIAL PARTNERS IN THE MEETINGS OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL AND THE SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1:  Definitions.  The definitions used in these terms and conditions, shall be the same as those set forth in Article I of the Convention establishing the Association of Caribbean States.

ARTICLE 2:  Nature of the Terms and Conditions.  These Terms and Conditions are pursuant to Article IX (d) of the Convention.

ARTICLE 3:  Supplementary Cases.  Matters not foreseen either in the Convention or in the rules shall be resolved by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 4:  Precedence.  Should any of the terms and conditions herein conflict with any provision of the Convention, the latter shall prevail.

II.
STATUS OF “SOCIAL PARTNERS”

ARTICLE 5:  Application.  The Social Partners who may wish to participate in the proceedings of the Association shall apply to the Secretary General to be admitted as such. The Secretary General shall circulate the application to the Member States, who will be able to discuss it at the Intersessional Preparatory Meeting of the Ministerial Council in order to arrive at a consensus. The Secretary General shall subsequently present the application to the Ministerial Council with the recommendation. Once approved by the Ministerial Council, the Secretary General shall inform the Social Partner and will send certified copies of the Convention, the Norms of Procedure of the Ministerial Council, the Regulations of the Secretariat, the terms of reference of the Special Committees and the terms and conditions for the admission and participation of the Social Partner.  
ARTICLE 6:  Recognition and acceptance of “Social Partner”.  The following Organizations shall be recognised and accepted as “Social Partner”:

A. 
Non-governmental Organizations which apply to the Ministerial Council and accepted as such, provided that they contribute to the programs, plans and objectives established by the Convention;

B. 
Universities and Research Centers which apply to the Ministerial Council and accepted as such, for the same reasons as subparagraph A above;

C. 
Other Organisations which apply to the Ministerial Council and accepted as such, bearing in mind that they must be amply representative of the broad interests in the States, Countries and Territories which are Members of the Association. 

III.
PARTICIPATION DURING MEETINGS

ARTICLE 7:  Participation in Open Meetings of the Ministerial Council.  The Social Partners may be invited to participate in such meetings provided that their contributions are of a consultative nature.  Invitations will be extended with respect to those items in the agenda which require the participation of the Social Partners.

ARTICLE 8:  Participation in Other Meetings of the Special Committees.  The Social Actors may participate in open sessions at the express invitation of the Special Committee.

IV. CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE SOCIAL ACTORS

ARTICLE 9:  Contributions.  The Social Partners may contribute to the Special Fund and others funds and programs which may be set.

V. FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

ARTICLE 10:  Entry into Force.  The present terms and conditions shall enter into force on the date approved by the Ministerial Council of the Association of Caribbean States.

ARTICLE 11:  Amendments.  These terms and conditions may be amended by consensus of the Ministerial Council.  Such amendments shall enter into force thirty days after their approval.

