
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

SIXTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 

San Pedro Sula, Honduras, December 7, 2000

Agreement No. 15/00

AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE PROCEDURE FOR ELECTING THE HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS OF THE SECRETARIAT WHO WILL REPLACE THOSE WITH CONTRACTS EXPIRING IN 2001 

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:

Article IX, sub-paragraph e of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States (ACS); 

Article 21 of Annex I of Agreement No. 10/95, on the term of contract of international staff members; 

The structure of the Secretariat approved by the Ministerial Council in  Annex II of Agreement No. 2/95 and Agreement No. 7/99 of the Ministerial Council on the election of the High Level Officials of the Secretariat; 

Considering:

That Mr. Mario Francisco Estrada Cuevas and Mr. Miguel Ceara Hatton will complete their respective work contracts as High Level Officials of the Secretariat of the ACS in October 2001; 

That the ACS Ministerial Council does not plan to convene an ordinary session until the end of 2001:

Agrees:

1. The Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall co-ordinate the election of the new High Level Officials who will occupy the posts of Directors at the ACS Secretariat, replacing the Officials mentioned above in accordance with the following procedure:

a. At the beginning of 2001, the Chairman of the Ministerial Council shall send a circular inviting Member States to submit candidatures for the aforementioned posts. The invitation of the Chairman shall take into consideration, inter alia, the following elements: 

i. The decisions of the 6th Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council that might affect the structure of the Secretariat, particularly those related to the process of Rationalizing and Prioritisation of the ACS Work Programme;
ii. Recommendations on the qualifications that candidates should have, according to the needs of the Secretariat and the need for a high degree of competence, specialization and professional experience;
iii. The need to pay due attention to the principle of geographical distribution, taking into account the various regional sub-groups. 
Member States shall submit their proposals for candidates to the Chairman of the Ministerial Council, copied to the other members of the Executive Board and to the Secretary General by March 31, 2001. The Secretary General, on behalf of the Chairman of the Ministerial Council, will circulate the candidatures to all Member States and Associate Members by April 14, 2001;

b. Member States and Associate Members that so wish may submit in writing their positions on the candidatures presented, for the consideration of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council by April 30, 2001;
c. The Secretary General will also inform the nominating country and any of the Member countries that approach him of the opinions on the different candidatures;
d. The Chairman of the Ministerial Council shall co-ordinate the position of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council and the other Member countries with regard to the candidatures proposed. If there are recommendations, all the Member countries will be informed by May 31, 2001;
e. The Members of the Ministerial Council shall authorize their high level representatives to elect the new High Level Officials who will occupy the posts of Directors of the ACS Secretariat, in accordance with the recommendations of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council, at the 5th Intersessional Preparatory Meeting of the Ministerial Council, which will take place in July 2001;

2. The outgoing Directors shall formally submit to the new Directors, detailed reports on the work programmes, projects and other activities of the Special Committees for which they are responsible;  

3. The transition period addressed in paragraph 2 of this Agreement, shall not exceed 5 days. 
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