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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Republic of Panama, January 25, 2008
Agreement No. 3/08
AGREEMENT ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON THE WORKING DOCUMENTS OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION
The Ministerial Council, 
Cognizant of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States, in particular Article III, number 1, letters (b) and (c); number 2, letters (d), (e) and (f); and Article V and XV, letters (a) and (f);

Mindful of the Summit Declarations by the Heads of State and Government, particularly of the Fourth Summit held in Panama City, Panama, which advises that the Caribbean Sea Initiative be a permanent item on the work agenda of  the Ministerial Council;
Considering Agreement No. 6/06 which establishes the Follow up Commission for the Caribbean Sea Initiative; 
Considering the Agreement No. 14/07 which, inter alia endorsed the   recommendation of the Caribbean Sea Commission in relation to its Work Programme; and which directed the Commission to review aspects of its Operating Statute and Rules of Procedure; 
Acknowledging the efforts undertaken by the Commission in completing the aforementioned tasks;  
Welcoming the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of Resolution A/Res/61/197 entitled “Towards the Sustainable Development of the Caribbean Sea for Present and Future Generations”; and 
Bearing in Mind the duty placed upon the Association to report to the Sixty-third Regular Session of the General Assembly on the steps taken to implement the provisions of A/Res/61/197.
AGREES:

1. To mandate the Commission to further review certain provisions of the Operating Statute and Rules of Procedures of the Caribbean Sea Commission, set out at Annex I (Ref. ACS/2008/CM.XIII/WP.002) to this Agreement, and direct the 12th Intersessional Preparatory Meeting to approve that instrument.
2. To adopt the Work Programme of the Commission, entitled “Areas for action towards sustainable management of the Caribbean Sea”, set out at Annex II (Ref. ACS/2008/CM.XIII/WP.003) to this Agreement. 
3. To request the Secretary-General and the Commission to take all the steps necessary to secure the necessary resources in order that there may be the moist expeditious implementation of the Work Programme, particularly the legal and institutional facets.
4. To encourage the Commission to complete, on a timely basis, the report to the Sixty-third Regular Session of the United Nations General Assembly as required under A/Res/61/197. 
5. To express its gratitude to the Chair and Vice-Chairs, National Delegations, Permanent Members and Expert Members of the Commission for the efforts expended in completing their tasks. In that regard, particular recognition is to be given to the work of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and Ms. Angela Cropper of the Cropper Foundation.

6. To extend congratulations to Ms. Cropper on her appointment as Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environmental Programme, and endorses the letter sent by the Secretary General to that effect. Annex III (Ref. ACS/2008/CM.XIII/INF.009).  
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