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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

SIXTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, January 28, 2011
Agreement No. 3/11

AGREEMENT ENDORSING the ADVANCEMENTS MADE by the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the Establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD-WG) in THE ESTABLISHMENT of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD)
The Ministerial Council, 

Pursuant to:

Article III of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States;
The Panama Declaration emanated from the 4th Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the Association of Caribbean States Panama City, Panama held on 29 July 2005, which reaffirms the commitment of the Heads of State and Governments to the development of the concept of sustainable tourism and their mandate that a meeting of Ministers of Tourism, Tourism High Level Officers was convened; 

Agreement No. 4/10 Endorsing The Recommendations Of The First Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the Establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD-WG-1), held in Managua, Nicaragua, December 10, 2009,  emanating from the Fifteenth Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council which took place in Cartagena, Republic of Colombia on January 21-22, 2010; 

Recognizing the report from the Second Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD-WG-2), held in La Antigua, Guatemala, September 2nd - 3rd, 2010 and the decisions emanating from that meeting as indicated in Annex I of this Agreement;

Acknowledging the collaborative efforts of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD) and the ACS Secretariat, in securing the funding and contracting of a Consultant to develop the legal and operational framework of the ACCD;  
Considering the contributions by the various sub-committees of the Ad-Hoc Working Group, which comprised of members of the ACCD-WG and representatives of 10 ACS Members States of Belize, Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, The Dominican Republic, with the involvement of CTO and SICA, in the drafting of the Statutes and the Strategic Operational Plan led by the Dominican Republic and Colombia respectively to provide input to the work of the consultant;  
Aware of the progress made on the organization and preparation for an agreed meeting with the Cruise Industry in Mexico, and the contributions of the Government of Mexico in that regard; and the Directorate’s preparation of research papers on issues identified at the ACCD-WG-2 to be discussed with the Cruise Industry;
Taking into account the initial report of the Consultant on the statutes for the establishment of the ACCD as indicated in Annex 1 of this present agreement

AGREES:
1. To commend on the progress made with respect to the establishment of the ACCD and mandate the ACCD-WG to proceed with the conceptualizing of the framework for the institutionalization of the Association of Caribbean Cruise ship Destinations (ACCD) under the auspices of the Special Committee for Sustainable Tourism.

2. To request the Special Committee on Sustainable Tourism (SCST) and the Ministries of Member States through the Committee to take the necessary actions towards the development of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD) for the benefit of cruise tourism in the Greater Caribbean. 
3. To encourage the Members and Associate Members to continue supporting the work of the ACCD-WG and actively collaborate in advancing the establishment of this Association.

4. To request the Secretariat to continue efforts to seek mechanisms or cooperation in this matter with Members, Associate Members, Founding Observers and other third party States, and regional and international entities.
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