ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

FIRST ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Guatemala, December 1, 1995

Agreement No. 3/95

ADOPTION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

The Ministerial Council:

Considering Articles IV (2) and based on Article IX (c) of the Convention establishing the ACS,

Approves the Terms of Reference of the Framework Agreement for the Participation of the Associate Members in the Association of Caribbean States, as presented in Annex I.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

The Contracting States of the Association of Caribbean States, convinced that enhanced cooperation among States, Countries and Territories of the Caribbean, building upon their geographical proximity and historical linkages, will contribute to the future cultural, economic and social development of their peoples transcending their separateness of the past.

Conscious that the participation as Associate Members, in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 2 and Annex II, of the Convention establishing the Association, of Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Montserrat, Puerto Rico, Turks and Caicos Islands, United States Virgin Islands, the French Republic (on behalf of Guadeloupe, Guyana and Martinique) and the Kingdom of the Netherlands (in respect of Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles), is a valuable contribution to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the Association;

Considering that the above-mentioned Article IV, paragraph 2, establishes that the Ministerial Council of the Association shall conclude Relationship Agreements which set out the terms and conditions for the participation of Associate Members in the meetings of the Ministerial Council and the Special Committees;

On the basis of Article IX (c) and by resolution … dated …, the Ministerial  Council decided to approve the participation of (name of State, Country or Territory concerned), as an Associate Member and authorized its Chairman to sign the relevant Agreement;

Taking into account that (name of State, Country or Territory) has agreed to participate as an Associate Member;

Having agreed to participate, the Association and (name of State, Country or Territory concerned) have accepted the following terms and conditions:

First – Definitions.  The definitions used in this Agreement, shall be the same as those set forth in Article I of the Convention establishing the Association of Caribbean States.

Second – Participation, Consensus Decisions and Voting in the Meetings of the Ministerial Council in which the Associate Member participates.  The Associate Member shall have the right to intervene in the meetings of the Ministerial Council and shall have the right to take part in consensus decisions and to cast a vote on those topics of the Agenda which affect it directly and fall within its constitutional competence as stipulated in Articles IV and IX of the Convention, and bearing in mind the relationship agreement signed between the Association and the Associate Member. 

Third – Participation in the Meetings of the Special Committees.  The Associate Member shall have the right to intervene in the meetings of the Special Committees.

The Associate Member shall have the right to participate in those meetings in which programs, plans and projects are being studied and decided upon and which require its participation.  Similarly, the Associate Member may present projects and initiatives promoting the regional cooperation.

Fourth – Contribution by the Associate Member.  The membership contribution by the (name of the Associate Member) to the budget of the Association shall be mutually agreed between the Association and the Associate Member, taking into account the quota of Member States with similar levels of development and economic capability.

Fifth – Date on which this Agreement enters into Force.  The Agreement shall enter into force on the date that (name of Government responsible) ratifies or accedes to, as the case may be, the Convention establishing the Association of Caribbean States.

