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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Republic of Panama, January 25, 2008
Agreement No. 4/08   
AGREEMENT IN RELATION TO THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE ACS LEGAL INSTRUMENTS
The Ministerial Council,

Considering:

The Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States and in particular Articles XVI and XVII on the legal capacity and privileges and immunities of the Association respectively;

Article XVIII of the Convention setting out the members’ general undertaking to implement its provisions and to facilitate the achievement of the purposes of the Organization;

Agreement No.7/06 of the Ministerial Council; and

Agreement No.13/07 of the Ministerial Council.

Pursuant to:

Articles III, VIII, IX, XVII, XVIII and XX of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States

Mindful of:
The importance of the legal instruments already negotiated within the framework of the Convention, and those still to be negotiated giving juridical life to the activities of the Association particularly in its focal areas of Trade Development and External Economic Relations, Natural Disasters, Transportation and Sustainable Tourism Development;

Concerned that:

The main instruments of the Association, to wit The Protocol on Privileges and Immunities, The Agreement for Regional Co-Operation in the Area of natural Disasters, The Convention Establishing the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean and the Protocol to that Convention, and The Air Transport Agreement among Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States, have yet to receive the ratifications required for their entry into force;

Taking Note of:

The Report of the Secretary-General to the Thirteenth Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council setting out the status of legal instruments of the Association and set out  in Annex I to this Agreement.
AGREES:

1. That this Thirteen Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council issues a strong call to those Members and Associate members of the Association who are in a position to do so, to sign and or ratify (as relevant) the instruments set out above, in order to facilitate their expeditious entry into force. 
2. To mandates the Working Group for the Entry Into Force of the Legal Instruments to continue its efforts in that regard and to report to the next meeting of the Inter-Sessional Preparatory Committee.
3. To express its gratitude to the Government of the Depositary State, the Republic of Colombia for the steps taken to facilitate the process of signature and ratification of the instruments.
4. To note the action taken by the several Members and Associate Members who have taken concrete steps towards becoming Parties to the legal instruments during 2007.
UPDATED STATUS OF SIGNATURES AND RATIFICATIONS
OF THE ACS LEGAL INSTRUMENTS
	LEGAL INSTRUMENT

	STATE
	SIGNATURE
	RATIFICATION

	Agreement for Regional Co-operation in the area of Natural Disasters 
	Suriname
	
	26/10/07

	Protocol on Privileges and Immunities
	Jamaica
	08/08/07
	

	Convention establishing the STZC
	Bahamas
	
	04/07/07

	
	Nicaragua
	
	23/10/07

	Protocol to the Convention establishing the STZC

	El Salvador
	14/11/07
	

	
	Nicaragua
	
	23/10/07

	Air Transport Agreement among Member States and Associate Members of the ACS
	Cuba
	
	10/09/07

	
	Venezuela 
	
	24/10/07


	LEGAL INSTRUMENT


	TOTAL NUMBER OF RATIFICATIONS
	NUMBER OF RATIFICATIONS TO ENTER INTO FORCE 

	Agreement for Regional Co-operation in the area of Natural Disasters 
	12
	5

	Protocol on Privileges and Immunities
	10
	5

	Convention establishing the STZC
	9
	6

	Protocol to the Convention establishing the STZC

	Of the total number of  signatures, 6 are Contractual Parties to the main Convention

	Air Transport Agreement among Member States and Associate Members of the ACS
	8
	1
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