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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE FOURTEENTH 
ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Port-au-Prince, Republic of Haiti, January 30, 2009
Agreement 6/09
INSTITUTIONALISATION OF THE OUTCOMES OF THE

ACS HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION
The Ministerial Council,

In conformity with Article III of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States;

Considering that the Fourth ACS Summit of Heads of Government/State recognised in the Panama Declaration the vulnerability of our countries and territories to natural disasters and their negative impact on the efforts aimed at ensuring sustainable development, emphasising that the best way to combat such vulnerability to disasters is by incorporating disaster management and risk reduction to development policies and plans at every level;

Considering that the Panama Declaration also reaffirmed the importance of international cooperation, particularly within the region, aimed at supporting national and regional entities devoted to the reduction of disasters;

Bearing in mind that the Panama Declaration further reaffirmed the importance of taking into account the dynamics of the international agenda;

Taking into account the outcome of the ACS High-Level Conference on Disaster Reduction held at Saint-Marc, Haiti from 14th to 16th November 2007;

Bearing in mind the Ministerial Agreement 05/08, adopted by the Council during its 13th Ordinary Meeting, held in Panama City, Republic of Panama on 25th January 2008;

Taking into account the Declaration by the Council of 2008 as “Year for advance on the issue of disasters, beginning with achieving the entry into force of the Agreement among the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States for Regional Co-operation in the Area of Natural Disasters”;

Acknowledging the important work carried out by the 16th Meeting of the Special Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction, held at the ACS Headquarters in Port-of-Spain, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, in particular the work related to the implementation of Ministerial Agreement 05/08.

1. Welcomes and endorses the decision to change the name of the ACS body from Special Committee on Natural Disasters to Special Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction.
2. Welcomes the decision of the Special Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction to task its Technical Group with incorporating the ACS Saint-Marc, Haiti, Plan of Action for Disaster Risk Reduction into the work of the Special Committee and the Secretariat in Disaster Risk Reduction.
3. Requests that the Special Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction and the Secretariat continue strengthening the implementation of the Saint-Marc Plan of Action as the principal guide for the work in its field.
4. Requests that all ACS Members in a position to do so, re-double their efforts to sign and/or ratify the ACS’ legal instruments, in particular the Agreement on regional co-operation regarding natural disasters;

5. Instructs the Special Committee and the Secretariat to report on the implementation of the present Ministerial Agreement at its next Ordinary Meeting.
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