ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

THIRD ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, November 28, 1997

Agreement No. 1/97

 

AGREEMENT NOTING THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:

1. Articles XIV, item (3) and XV of the Convention Establishing the Association;

2. Agreement No. 1/96 approved by the Ministerial Council at its meeting in Havana, Cuba, on December 13, 1996;

3. The Report of the Secretary General on activities in 1997;

Hereby Agrees:

1. To take note of the Report presented by the Secretary General to the Third Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council and to recognise also the activities conducted with a view to finalising the structure and operations of the Secretariat (Annex I).

2. To express the appreciation of the Ministerial Council to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for the tremendous support given to the Association of Caribbean States, and to thank that Government for the signature in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on August 27, 1997, of the Headquarters Agreement, establishing the privileges and immunities granted to the Association.

3. To welcome the signature of the Convention Establishing the ACS by the representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, granting the status of Associate Member to the Netherlands Antilles.

 

4. To instruct the Secretary General to optimise co-ordination activities with other international, regional and sub-regional organisations, through a programme of consultations that permit the Association to be in step with the actions of said organisations with the aim of securing their support and avoiding duplication of efforts.

5. To instruct the Secretary General to develop and implement a co-ordinated programme involving the dissemination of the most relevant information on the objectives, activities and achievements of the ACS, to the general public of the Member States and Associate Members, on a regular basis .

6. To establish, as a general rule, the review of the work priorities of the Secretariat every four years, coinciding with the tenure of the Secretary General, and to conduct, every two years, a preliminary evaluation that allows for their adjustment in accordance with circumstances and priorities emanating from decisions adopted by the Ministerial Council.

7. To establish as priorities of the Secretariat, in its capacity as the technical/administrative organ of the Association and without prejudice to other priorities specified in decisions of the Ministerial Council, those aimed at:

a. The implementation of the Plan of Action adopted at the Meeting of Heads of State and Government in Port of Spain;

b. The creation of the Sustainable Tourism Zone;

c. The development of co-operation and the operation of the Special Fund;

d. The implementation of the Work Programmes of the Special Committees;

e. Negotiations with potential Associate Members for the signature of agreements with the Ministerial Council, on their participation.

8. To determine that actions undertaken in compliance with these priorities are reflected in the Annual Report of the Secretary General to the Ministerial Council and discussed at the Intersessional Preparatory Meeting.

9. To instruct the Secretariat to prepare a schedule of activities, based on the decisions adopted by the Ministerial Council and the Special Committees, with said schedule being considered by the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council during the month of February 1998.

