ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

FIFTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Panama, December 13, 1999

Agreement No. 12/99

ADOPTION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:
Articles X and XI (paragraph 2) of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States ;

Agreement No. 9/95, approved by the Ministerial Council at the First Ordinary Meeting held in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on December 1, 1995 ;

Agrees :

To approve the Terms of Reference for the Meetings of the Executive Board of 

the Ministerial Council in accordance with what is presented in Annex I.

ANNEX I

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1: For the purposes of these Terms of Reference, the definitions used in Article I of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States, hereinafter called the Convention, shall be adopted.

ARTICLE 2: Articles X and XI of the Convention establish the composition and main rules of procedure of  the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 3: Any case not provided for in the Convention, Agreement 9/95 of the Ministerial Council or in these Terms of  Reference, shall be resolved by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 4: Where there is conflict between any provision in these Terms of Reference and those of the Convention, the latter shall have precedence.

ARTICLE 5: These Terms of Reference shall be applied to all meetings of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council.

II. MEETINGS

ARTICLE 6: The main objectives of the meetings of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall be as follows:

1.
To provide guidance to the Chairmen of the Special Committees and the Special Fund, and  to ensure follow-up and co-ordination of  all matters related to the implementation of the Association’s Work Programmes, within the framework of the decisions taken by the Ministerial Council.
2.      To provide guidance to the Secretariat in all matters related to the co-
ordination and implementation of the Secretariat’s Work Programmes, within the framework of the decisions taken by the Ministerial Council.
3.      To put forward recommendations to the Ordinary and/or Extraordinary 

Meetings of the Ministerial Council on the Work Programmes and financial 

and institutional matters related to the aims and objectives of the 

Association.

4.   To foster the active participation of Member States and Associate   Members 

of the Association, and to urge Governments to fulfil their financial as well as other commitments.

5.        To review the preparatory activities of the Ordinary and Extraordinary 

Meetings of the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 7: The Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall comprise a Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur, elected from among the representatives of Member States, in accordance with Articles X and XI of the Convention and Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the Ministerial Council approved in Agreement No. 9/95 of the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 8: The members of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall invite to all meetings:

1.
The Chairmen of the Executive Boards of the Special Committees and the Board of the Special Fund

2.
A Representative of the headquarters country of the Association

3.
A Representative of the host country of the next Ministerial Meeting

4. The Secretary General of the Association

The meetings will be open to participation by all countries that wish to attend. 

ARTICLE 9: In order to provide guidance and to ensure follow-up and co-ordination  in the implementation of the Work Programmes,  the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall hold meetings in the periods between the Intersessional Meetings and the Ordinary Meetings of the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 10: In order to submit guidelines and present recommendations for the consideration of the Ministerial Council, the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council shall  meet jointly with the Intersessional Preparatory Meeting and the Preparatory Meeting  of the Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council held during the year.

ARTICLE 11: The Executive Board of the Ministerial Council may hold extraordinary meetings if  so decided by at least two of  its members.

ARTICLE 12: Unless otherwise decided, the meetings referred to in Article 9 of these Terms of Reference, shall take place at the Association’s Headquarters.

ARTICLE 13: The Secretariat, in co-ordination with the  Chairman of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council, shall prepare the draft agenda for each meeting.

III. FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 14: These Terms of Reference may be modified by consensus by the Ministerial Council.

ARTICLE 15: These Terms of Reference shall enter into force on the date of their approval by the Ministerial Council.
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