ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

TWELFTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 

Guatemala City, Guatemala, January 26, 2007

Agreement No. 12/07

AGREEMENT REAFFIRMING support to establish the Centre for the Promotion of Languages and Culture and to FACILITATe LANGUAGE LEARNING initiatives 
The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:

Articles III of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States; The Panama Declaration reaffirming the commitment of the Heads of State and Government to the development of sustainable tourism;

The report of the 1st Meeting of Ministers of Tourism of the Greater Caribbean convened in Havana, Cuba, on October 19, 2006 and the Declaration of Havana on Tourism in the Greater Caribbean;

ACS Ministerial Council Agreement No. 11/07 Institutionalising the Declaration of Havana emanating from the 1st Meeting of Ministers of Tourism of the Greater Caribbean;   

Considering:

The relevance of the project to establish the Centre for the Promotion of Languages and Culture (CPLC) in recognition of the importance of language in the understanding of cultures and the potential benefits to regional trade in goods and services; 

The importance of policy initiatives to broaden expertise in the official languages of the Association, and of facilitating the adoption of relevant measures in this regard, particularly through the Special Committee on Sustainable Tourism and the Sustainable Tourism Directorate of the Secretariat of the Association;

Bearing in mind the continuing support of the Government of France and the Interreg IIIB Caribbean Space programme to fund the feasibility study for the establishment and sustainability of the proposed Centre for the Promotion of Languages and Culture;

Conscious of the continuing efforts of the ACS Secretariat to identify the required financial, technical and human resources to continue and sustain the ACS Foreign Language Initiative.
Agrees:

1. To facilitate the promotion of inter-institutional dialogue for the establishment of the Centre for the Promotion of Languages and Culture (CPLC), its Satellite Centres, and National Centres of Excellence for the teaching of the official languages of the ACS;

2. To provide support for the ACS Language Training Initiative in the form of   language training technical assistance, study grants, scholarship programmes or internships as may be available in the countries of the Members and Associate Members, through bilateral or multilateral co-operation, towards the ACS Language Training initiative; 

3. To instruct the Special Committee on Sustainable Tourism and the Secretary-General to keep the Bureau of the Council fully informed and to report on the advances made in the implementation of this Agreement to the Thirteenth Ordinary Meeting of this Council.
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