ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)
TWELFTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL
Guatemala City, Guatemala, January 26, 2007
Agreement No. 14/07

AGREEMENT ENDORSING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION TO THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL ON ITS WORK PROGRAMME
The Ministerial Council, 
Cognizant of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States, in particular Article III, number 1, letters (b) and (c); number 2, letters (d), (e) and (f); and Article V and XV, letters (a) and (f);

Mindful of the Summit Declarations by the Heads of State and Government, particularly of the Fourth Summit held in Panama City, Panama, which advises that the Caribbean Sea Initiative be a permanent item on the work agenda of  the Ministerial Council;
Considering Agreement No. 6/06 which establishes the Follow up Commission for the Caribbean Sea Initiative, and

Acknowledging the task and efforts undertaken by the Caribbean Sea Commission, from here on the “Commission”;

Welcoming the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of Resolution 61/179 entitled “Towards the Sustainable Development of the Caribbean Sea for Present and Future Generations”;
Noting the report of the Chair of the Commission;
AGREES:

1. To request the Members and Associate Members to resolutely support the work of the Commission, especially during the crucial period of its establishment, and to make voluntary financial contributions enabling it to have a budget corresponding to the mandates issued by the Member States;

2. To invite the Members, Associate Members, Founding Observers and other international organizations to join in this effort undertaken by the countries in the Greater Caribbean, and, in this regard, to actively participate in the mobilization of intra and extra-regional resources to support the work and cooperation programmes of the Commission. Such resources should also be sought from regional social actors, including academic institutions involved in this matter;
3. To request the Commission to further elaborate its Work Programme, the outline of which is set out at Annex I, to this Recommendation;

4. To request the Secretary General to continue his efforts to seek mechanisms for cooperation in this matter with Members, Associate Members, Founding Observers and other third party States, and entities;
5. To commend the Chairman of the Commission and the Secretary General for the successful efforts made in sensitizing the UN System to the just and legitimate demands of the Greater Caribbean to have the Caribbean Sea declared a Special Area in the context of sustainable development. In this regard, the efforts of the Permanent Missions of the Government of Barbados and of the Government of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations are recognised;
6. To express gratitude to the Secretary General of the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), the Group of 77 and China, and the Group of Latin America and Caribbean States (GRULAC) for their support of the Initiative;

7. To request the Secretary to adopt the necessary measures to ensure that this Agreement and the work of the Commission be made known publicly;
8. And finally, in view of the issues raised by some Member States, agrees to instruct the Commission to review the Operating Statute and Rules of Procedure agreed to at its Third Meeting, and to submit same for consideration by this Council.
Annex I

Developing a Work Programme for the Commission

1. Scientific and Technical Dimension

Based on its agreed priority areas of focus, the Commission in collaboration with ECLAC, UNEP, the Cropper Foundation and other relevant entities should initiate a broad consultative process involving stakeholders from the public and private sectors, academia and NGOs during the first half of 2007. It is envisaged that this consultative process will result in: 

· A sound scientific and technical assessment of the present condition of the Caribbean Sea as an ecosystem - Leads – United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Caribbean Sea (CARSEA), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), University of the West Indies (UWI), University of Havana, etc.

· An assessment of the effectiveness of existing instruments programmes and plans at the national, regional and international levels to conserve and protect the Caribbean Sea and its resources. To identify gaps, obstacles to implementation and advice as to how they may be improved and better coordinated.

· The identification of priority areas for action including specific projects, as well as expected outcomes.

· An inventory of existing institutions, initiatives, laws and agreements in the Caribbean region as well as available resources relevant for the work of the Commission. 

2. Legal Dimension

The Commission and the Secretariat would seek to collaborate with UN Department of Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea. The Commission would also seek to organize a meeting of ACS oceans legal experts.

3. Communications Strategy

4. Budgeting and Fundraising 

5. Cooperation Projects

· University of Havana

· Government of Chile

· Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystems Project     
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