ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

FIFTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Panama, December 13, 1999

Agreement No. 4/99
UNITING THE CARIBBEAN BY AIR AND SEA

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:

Article III, paragraphs 1 (a) and (c), 2 (a) and (e) of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States;

Agreement No. 3/97, Article V, paragraph (b), of the Third Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on November 27-28, 1997;

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 10 of the Declaration of Santo Domingo;

Section 3 of the Plan of Action of Santo Domingo;

Considering:

The results and recommendations of the meetings of the Technical Groups and Special Groups on Transportation; 

The Report of the Chairman of the Special Committee on Transport presented to the Third Intersessional Preparatory Meeting of the Ministerial Council, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on July 22-23, 1999;

The Report of the Third Meeting of the Special Committee on Transport, held in Oranjestad, Aruba, on November 16-17, 1999;

Agrees:

1. To give full support to the Work Programme for 2000/2001, with specific reference to areas concerning Transport as a mode of achieving the objectives of Uniting the Caribbean by Air and Sea;

2. To take note with satisfaction of the steps taken by the Special Committee on Transport, towards Uniting the Caribbean by Air and Sea;

3. To take note with satisfaction of the outcome of the 2nd Meeting of Airline Chief Executive Officers, which was considered by the Special Committee in its discussions aimed at establishing the principles for a Common Air Policy, within Member States and Associate Members;

4. To instruct the Special Committee on Transport to promote closer relations with the private sector of the region, especially through the Chief Executive Officers of the airlines of Member States and Associate Members and through the Caribbean Shipping Association;

5. To encourage Member States and Associate Members to incorporate the idea and the spirit of Uniting the Caribbean by Air and by Sea into all relevant policy decisions on an individual and collective basis;

6. To urge Member States and Associate Members to promote, facilitate, and support the development of associations of cargo forwarders as a first step toward the subsequent creation of a possible regional association;

7. To ratify the need for the competent authorities within Member States and Associate Members to contribute the necessary information for the establishment of a joint database, which could be used as the basis for the creation of a directory of maritime and port services throughout the region;

8. To coordinate with the Caribbean Shipping Association and other private-sector representatives in the region, the convening of a meeting of Caribbean shipping companies;

9. To urge Member States and Associate Members to take the necessary measures to further the definition of principles aimed at the adoption of a Common Air Policy in the ACS, based on principles agreed upon within the framework of the Special Committee, and the quest for policies aimed at achieving consensus on issues where differences still exist.
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