ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

FIFTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Panama City, Panama, December 13, 1999.

Agreement No. 5/99

CREATION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL REFLECTION GROUP TO STRENGTHEN THE FULFILLMENT OF THE MANDATES OF THE ASSOCIATION

The Ministerial Council,

Reaffirming:

The principles and objectives of the ACS, established by the Heads of States and Government of the Member States and Associated Members, during the First and Second Summits held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic;

Taking into account:

The deliberations and points of view expressed by the Foreign Ministers and Heads of Delegation attending the Fifth Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the ACS, held in Panama City, on December 12 –13, 1999;

Agrees:

To establish an Intergovernmental Reflection Group, in order to identify the means to deepen and strengthen cooperation among the Members of the ACS with the purpose of better fulfilling the mandates of the Heads of State and/or Government, to increase regional trade, tourism and transport, and other initiatives that favour integration to promote the economic and social development of the countries of the Caribbean Basin;

In accordance with the following framework:  

The Group will be open to the participation of all the Member States and Associate Members of the ACS, as well as to the Founding Observers;

The ACS Secretary General and the Chairmen of the Special Committees and Special Fund, especially the Chairmen of the Committees on Trade, Tourism and Transport, will be considered permanent invitees;

The Reflection Group shall hold its first meeting in the first quarter of the year 2000, as convened by the Chairman of the Ministerial Council;

The Reflection Group shall submit the outcome of its deliberations to the 4th Intersessional Meeting;

Based on the submission made at the 4th Intersessional Meeting a preliminary report shall be submitted to the Chairman of the Ministerial Council, who will convene an extraordinary meeting of the Executive Board, with open participation, to discuss the report, followed by consideration and final approval by the Ministerial Council, as the case may be.
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