DECLARATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE SUSTAINABLE TOURISM ZONE OF THE CARIBBEAN
We, the Heads of State and/or Government and Representatives of the States, Countries and Territories of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), meeting on the occasion of the Second Summit in the city of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, have agreed to issue a Declaration for the purpose of reaffirming our decision on the establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean based on the following principles:

RECALLING the importance of the Caribbean Sea as the common heritage of the region and the role it has played historically, as well as its potential to serve as a unifying element in the development of the region;

AWARE of the need to mobilize the collective abilities of its people to develop and exploit its resources in a sustainable manner, and in harmony with the environment, with the purpose of improving the quality of life of present and future generations of the peoples of the Caribbean;

BEARING in mind that tourism has been acknowledged as a strategic industry for the development of the States, Countries and Territories of the ACS in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action issued on the occasion of the First Summit of Heads of State and/or Government and Representatives of the ACS held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago on August 17-18, 1995, thereby establishing the need to work on tourism planning, environmental sustainability, safety of visitors, marketing at the regional level, profitability and human resources;

RECALLING the mandates adopted by the ACS Ministerial Council over the course of its four Ordinary Meetings held in 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998, with the aim of developing activities in compliance with the stipulations of the Plan of Action of August 1995, in the area of tourism;

HIGHLIGHTING Agreement No. 13/96 of the Ministerial Council, adopted at its Second Ordinary Meeting held in Havana, Cuba in December 1996, by virtue of which it was determined that the Special Committee on Tourism should be established, and that its main objective would be to work towards the early establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean, involving ACS Member States and Associate Members;

CONSIDERING that as a result of the progress made in the activities carried out in 1997, the Ministerial Council, on the occasion of its Third Ordinary Meeting held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on November 28 of the same year, adopted by virtue of Agreement 3/97, the proposal on "Recommendations for a Strategy for the Establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean";

BEARING in mind the Agreements of the Ministerial Council at its Fourth Ordinary Meeting, held in Bridgetown, Barbados on December 10-11, 1998;

CONVINCED that action geared towards achieving sustainable tourism is a regional option for fostering integration among the Member States and Associate Members of the ACS, and that this will contribute to the development of trade, transportation and the strengthening of ties among our peoples - the very goals which led to the establishment of the Association of Caribbean States;

AWARE that the success of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean will depend on an unfaltering political will which recognises the need to achieve its implementation, as a means to improve the quality of life of our peoples;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to press ahead with the establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean in an atmosphere of fraternity and trust;

CONVINCED that, at the threshold of a new millennium, the active participation of the States, Countries and Territories of the ACS in the world economy, through initiatives channeling the region's potential, will help them to benefit from the advantages of globalisation and address its challenges successfully;

RATIFYING our conviction as to the importance of the concept of sustainability as a basis to protect biodiversity and the environment, placing the human being at the heart of our concerns and favouring a better distribution of the benefits resulting from tourism development;

REITERATING our willingness to preserve the wealth and diversity of the historical and cultural heritage which we share as States, Countries and Territories of the Association of Caribbean States;

COMMITTED to consolidate and strengthen the process of co-operation and regional integration with a view to achieving the future economic, social and cultural development of the States, Countries and Territories of the ACS;

Based on these considerations, we have agreed to the following:
1. To consolidate a Sustainable Tourism Development Zone as an instrument for fostering the development of sustainable tourism, thereby facilitating the integral development of the Member States and Associate Members.

2. To develop strategies and plans of action which would have a positive impact on increasing the demand for tourism-based services to the advantage of the region.

3. To accept that sustainable tourism will contribute to development, as a product of a deliberate policy, in which are articulated in a permanent and harmonious manner, the profitable operation of the tourism sector, the prevention and effective control of the environmental and cultural impact of said operation, and the participation of communities in the profits generated by this activity, thereby ensuring a long-term cycle for the beneficial utilization of the tourism resources of the region.

4. The commitments and objectives outlined in this Declaration are summarized in the principles that will guide the coordinated action of governments in the establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean, as follows:

a) Sustainability as a condition - The development of tourism within the Zone should be based on criteria of sustainability.

b) The Region as a unit - The Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean is a cultural, socio-economic and biologically rich and diverse unit, complemented by internationally competitive tourism products.

c) Tourism as the mainstay of economies - Tourism represents for a great part of ACS Member States and Associate Members, a mainstay of their economy and, therefore, is a strategic tool for the socio-economic development of these countries.

d) Co-operation as one of the means of achieving the objectives of sustainable tourism - Permanent and coordinated co-operation among ACS Member States and Associate Members, as well as International Organizations, is a fundamental principle for achieving sustainable tourism development in the region.

e) Consensus as a basis for sustainability - The execution of activities geared towards achieving sustainability demands consensus and co-ordination of government, the private sector, civil society and international organizations.

f) Sustainability as a factor in fostering competitiveness - Policies geared towards the development of sustainable tourism should generate strategies which meet the challenges of international competition.

g) Regional integration as a goal - The collective effort of the social actors and countries generates a working dynamic that promotes common objectives and identities, which foster integration.

5. To determine that in order to continue with the process of the establishment of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean, the following action must be taken:

a) Signature of the Memorandum of Understanding that defines the strategies that will enable the development of the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Caribbean, as well as an Immediate Plan of Action, for the next two years, which contains those actions identified by the Special Committee;

b) The ACS should evaluate the existing legal framework and monitor the progress of the Immediate Plan of Action, in order to negotiate, if necessary, a legally binding instrument which, upon being signed and ratified, would replace the Memorandum of Understanding.

Adopted in the city of Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Dominican Republic, on April 17, 1999.

 

