
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

EIGHTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 

Belize City, Belize, November 29, 2002

Agreement No. 3/02

CONSTITUTION OF A HIGH LEVEL GROUP TO REACH AN AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT AMONG THE MEMBER STATES AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

The Ministerial Council,

Pursuant to:

Article III, paragraphs 1 (a) and (c), 2 (a) and (e) of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States (ACS);

Agreement No. 3/97, Article V, paragraph (b);

Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of the Declaration of Santo Domingo;

Section 3 of the Plan of Action of Santo Domingo;

Agreement No. 4/99, “Uniting the Caribbean by Air and Sea”;

Agreement 5/00 regarding the Common Commercial Air Policy of the ACS; 

Paragraph 34 of the Plan of Action of Margarita;

Section 3, sub paragraph 3.1 of the Plan of Action of Margarita;

Considering:

That the Declaration of the Air Transport Group, issued at the 6th Meeting of the Special Committee on Transport (Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, April 15-16, 2002), approved for purposes of negotiation the Draft Air Transport Agreement among the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States; 

That in response to the demands stemming from socio-economic and technological changes, it is recognised that there is a need to adopt flexible air policy criteria and guidelines that would allow their continuous updating and timely revision, while at the same time, taking into consideration the various approaches applied by countries;

That said policy should lean toward promoting the provision of bilateral and multilateral transport services existing among member countries, under the principle of sound competition, sustained within a secure, orderly and efficient system; 

The desire to ensure the highest degree of operational safety and security in international civil aviation; 

The desire to allow the airlines of ACS Member States and Associate Members to offer the travelling and shipping public a variety of service options;

That these modes of transport are indispensable for the development of regional trade and tourism and for the self-sustainability of the region; 

That in this context, in the Declaration of Margarita, the Heads of State and/or Government issued an appeal to continue and finalise the negotiation and commence the implementation of the Air Transport Agreement among the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States that wish to do so;

Agrees:

To commend the Special Committee on Transport for the advances made in the negotiation made in the Air Transport Agreement between Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States and emphasise the desirability of concluding this process for signature of said Agreement at the IV Summit of Heads of State and/or Government.

To establish a High Level Group which, taking into account the progress made and acting in coordination with the Special Committee on Transport, will work with the aim of giving consideration to the concerns and reservations expressed by some Member States and Associate Members, in order to arrive at a final text.  This Group will report to the Ministerial Council at its 7th Intersessional Meeting.

To urge Member States and Associate Member States to present to the Secretariat, by the January 31, 2003, their comments, observations and suggestions on the text presented by the Special Committee on Transport to this Meeting of the Ministerial Council.

That the Chairman of the Executive Board of the Ministerial Council will fix the date and convene through the Secretariat the meeting of the High Level Group.
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