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The area of Trade Development and External Economic Relations represents one of the
core thematic areas of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS). The Directorate of
Trade Development and External Economic Relations (DTDEER) is geared towards
developing an economically sustainable trading culture. The Directorate of Trade has
been mandated to work towards the creation and enhancement of an increased
economic space for the economic actors, and stakeholders of the Greater Caribbean
Region as it relates to Trade and External Economic Relations. Areas of vital action and
the promotion of understanding and the merging of positions in areas of common
interest, and convergence are vital for the accomplishment of this objective.

Since the hosting of the inaugural Summit of Heads of State and Government in August
1995 to the 4™ (last to date) Summit of the ACS held in July 2005 specific salient issues
have dominated the trade agenda. These crucial areas address (amongst others)
matters pertaining to:

Trade Liberalisation.

The removal and reduction of obstacles to trade and trade facilitation.
Trade and investment promotion.

Promotion of special and differential treatment among ACS members.
Training Programmers for Negotiators.

These issues, as.well as others have been at the fore of mandates issued throughout the
last four (4) Summits of Heads of State and Government of the ACS.

Moving forward to the 5" Summit of Heads of State and Government of the
ACS, and as per the mandate given by the 1st Meeting Committee to Draft the
Declaration of the Fifth ACS Summit the Directorate of Trade provides below
a detailed review and analysis of the last four Summit mandates of Heads of
Government/State of the ACS Region as it relates to the area of Trade.

This analysis, as per request, examines the mandates, and the steps which
have been taken towards their implementation, as well their refevance for the
Association of Caribbean States at this present time.
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In order to achieve success within the framework of the Objectives and
Mandates as it relates to the Thematic Area of Trade, the following are

necessary:

« To recognize that trade plays a relevant role in the promotion of sustained
economic growth and deveiopment, an objective that is considered in the
principles governing the ACS.

1t is clear that there is a need for the convergence and political will of
the Member States before addressing the Directorate, fo assume
leadership and ownership of the issues.

Major participation of the Member States and Associate Members.
Requires the participation of representatives of the Member Countries
and Associate Members, experts or specialists in areas of trade, in the
Special Committee Meetings on Trade and External Economic
Relations in order to make the issues addressed more dynamic and; in
due time, to go one step further after having discussed broadly and
profoundly in the Special Committee Meetings on Trade.

To continue to hold the Business Forum of the Greater Caribbean and
the TPO Forum, included in the Work Programme geared toward the
facilitation and strengthening of intra-ACS trade relations, involving
directly the entrepreneurs of the Greater Caribbean region.

To develop a network of economic and trade information, and an
electronic system that allows for the immediate obtaining of
information on various topics of interest for exporters and importers
of the each Member State.

Execution at least annually of 3 activities addressed in the Biennial
Work Programme.

It is also advisable to, on the issues of small economies and of Special
and Differential Treatment (SDT), that the ACS occupies a more
relevant space to utilize its potential for the benefit of its Members.
The dynamic in the trade and economic world creates the need for a
more direct participation of the Association in the most important
trade negotiation forums for the region, by contributing to the search
for common focus, concerted efforts and functional cooperation.

To maintain on the Website trade statistics, an inventory of trade and
economic studies.
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» It is necessary to initiate closer coordination between Directorates,
especially in areas where there exists close interrelation among critical
issues for the Region.

TRADE IN THE GREATER CARIBBEAN: THE WAY FORWARD

There are a number of critical steps and strategies that can be initiated at various
levels towards enhancing trade in the Greater Caribbean Region.

1.

Benefits that can be realized from reformed policies and strategic approaches
through innovation and new and niche sectors resulting in sustainable
development and viable economic growth.

The ACS should be considered as a facilitator of intra-regional trade in
supporting the development of the region. In this respect, the possibilities for
enhancing intra-ACS trade must be explored and exploited and technical efforts
must continue to promote this based on its mandated areas. In this context,
work needs to continue on the initiatives to dismantle barriers and obstacles to
intra-regional trade, improve the possibilities for transport, among others.

The ACS must create and promote joint strategies. The Greater Caribbean is an
area in which new lines of co-operation and exchange could be consolidated,
such as intra-regional foreign investment.

The ACS member states need to address the binding constraints to trade,
investment and cross-border business development in order to boost intra-
regional integration in the sub-region. In this regard, critical bottlenecks remain
in the areas of product/service development for trade, competitiveness, transport
and logistics, and the reduction and/or elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers
to trade, among other factors.

The promotion of the economic and social development of women through
entrepreneurship and the growth of micro small and medium enterprises.
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