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Address by the President of the Republic of Haiti
His Excellency Michel J. Martelly

Honourable Heads of State and Government of the Greater Caribbean,

Honourable Delegates, 

Specially invited guests,

Ambassadors of countries accredited to Haiti,

Members of the Cabinet,

Representatives of State bodies,

President of the legislative branch,

President of the Supreme Council of the Judiciary, 

Representatives of Haitian civil society,

Representatives of political parties,

Dear Compatriots in the Diaspora and in Haiti,

Friends of the Haitian people scattered all over the world,

Members of the national and international media,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The people of Haiti are both touched and honoured that the 5th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) is being held in Haiti. On behalf of the Haitian people, the Government, and on my own behalf, I wish to welcome you to Haiti once again. I urge you to take full advantage of your stay and I will do all in my power to make this stay both enjoyable and memorable.

The Government has an even greater interest in this Summit as it provides the opportunity, following the meeting of Heads of State and Government of CARICOM, for it to receive on its hospitable land, Heads of State and Government not only from the Greater Caribbean but also from Central and South America, to reflect with us on the problems that affect, in one way or another, the wellbeing of the populations and the destiny of millions of human beings.

Excellencies, Heads of State and Government,

The Association of Caribbean States (ACS), which was established in July 1994 to initiate political dialogue among the Member States and Associate Members that comprise it, constitutes the mainspring of our concerted actions for the socioeconomic development and the welfare of our populations. 

Taking into account the strides made over the past 18 years, our Association can boast of its progress in the areas of sustainable tourism and disaster and natural disaster risk reduction. However, we still have a long way to go in addressing the problems faced in various areas; I am referring mainly to the protection of the environment and issues relating to the comprehensive management of the Caribbean Sea, the common heritage and identity of the Greater Caribbean people.
The main theme of the 5th Summit: “Toward the renewal of the founding vision of the ACS: working toward a strong and united Greater Caribbean” leads us to propose concrete actions aimed at strengthening our previous commitments and implementing programmes and projects to benefit the most vulnerable population groups.

Excellencies, Heads of State and Government,

At the end of this 5th Summit, we will be called upon to sign the “Haiti Declaration”, which contains the Plan of Action of the ACS for the coming years. This document will represent a reaffirmation of our commitment to the Association, which gives us our own identity in the American hemisphere. To meet the expectations of the different peoples of our Greater Caribbean, we should leave no stone unturned and spare no effort to achieve the objectives that will be set in the Plan of Action. This is in the interest of the population of the Greater Caribbean that is under construction. 

This 5th Summit of the ACS also provides the opportunity for the twenty-five Member States, Associate Members, Territories, Organisations and Observers to measure the scope and complexity of the task at hand, if we are to save future generations from the harmful effects of deforestation, greenhouse gas emissions, global warming, ocean and air pollution, the protection of embankments; in short, the dangers that threaten the Caribbean. Admittedly, material progress is indispensable; however, this should in no way constitute either a health scourge for our populations or an impediment to the future of the ecosystems of our various territories.

I am convinced that this Plan of Action will enable us to harness all our strengths to achieve these objectives and accomplish the noble mission of bringing together different geographic zones in the Greater Caribbean space. In this regard, the Republic of Haiti, through my office, submits the following proposals to boost the organisation:

· Establishment of a Rapid Response Unit in the Caribbean in the event of natural disasters.
· Increased frequency of Summits of Heads of State and Government of the ACS. I propose that the Summits of this organisation take place every three years. 

· Promotion of the immense cultural diversity at the Caribbean level; development of different forms of expression, since culture, and its promotion, is a key parameter in the integration of the people of the Greater Caribbean.

· Promotion of science and technology in the Greater Caribbean for the development of the people and nations of these regions. This promotion will take the form of greater interaction among the large universities of the Greater Caribbean.

· Need for the ACS Secretariat to play its role as a Secretariat of Secretariats to regional ad sub-regional organisations at the level of the Greater Caribbean. 
These proposals reflect our commitment to boosting the ACS as well as our determination to move forward and bring our Association in line with the new international order. We must do our utmost to make the ACS more active, stronger and more visible at the regional and international levels. 

In closing, I wish to congratulate you all, Heads of State and Government, Ministers, Ambassadors, delegates, entourage, members of civil society and journalists, who willingly made the trip, both to participate in the 5th  Summit of the Association of Caribbean States, and to see and discover Haiti in all its originality. The Republic of Haiti and the Haitian people, through me, express their profound gratitude to everyone. 

Finally, I wish you all enjoyable and fruitful work sessions in this magnificent country.  

Thank you.
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