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ANNEX III

FIFTH SUMMIT OF 
HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF
 THE STATES AND TERRITORIES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES
Pétion Ville, Haiti, April 26th, 2013

SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
 HIS EXCELLENCY ALFONSO MÚNERA
The Association of Caribbean States was the product of the vision of a group of Caribbean leaders during the decade of 1980-1990. With a profound knowledge of the difficulties and complex international circumstances of that time, they conceived this space of political dialogue for cooperation between the countries of the Greater Caribbean. All the relevant governments of this region welcomed the idea with enthusiasm and contributed decisively to its creation. The ACS was born in July 1994 in Cartegena de Indias, comprising of 25 Member States and 3 Associate Members.
It has been just 19 years.  We, nevertheless have a history in the Greater Caribbean in which cooperation has been a significant factor; history dating back to a distant past. Moments in which, paradoxically, we were closer to one another despite having less means of communication. The examples are infinite, but I’m going to limit myself to a few of my own compilation as a historian. Just a few days ago, I was telling President Martelly about a marvellous document I encountered in the archives of Indias de Sevilla, in which the Governor of Cartagena de Indias in1799 told the King of Spain of a rebellion by the slaves for their freedom organized by Haitians in Maracaibo and Cartagena simultaneously.  Additionally, he told him of a fact that is not sufficiently documented: that during the defence of Cartagena de Indias in 1815, there was a regiment of Haitians defending its walls. However, I have also said on several occasions, that today even while we are speaking about the difficulties of connectivity, I have encountered in the newspapers of Cartagena de Indias over half a century ago, advertisements of vessels which shipped passengers and freight on a weekly basis to Curaçao, Trinidad and Barbados, as well as Jamaica, Haiti and Cuba.
The first great Colombian novel was published in Jamaica - Ingermina - and the first great photographer of Colombia was Jamaican -HENRY Louis Duperly, son of Haitians. These are simple glimpses. If our historians would study our history in more depth, they would be able to reconstruct the complex group that we have reconstructed within ourselves. The first large sugar mill in Colombia was built by Cuban technicians in the neighbourhoods of Cartagena and the second largest was established by Jamaicans in the Region of Valle del Cauca. And what can we say of our liberator Bolívar writing a letter about Jamaica. Oh, beaten and persecuted, finding support in Haiti. Oh, the dreams of Eric Williams and Fernando Ortiz to construct an intellectual Caribbean world! Finally, it is necessary to always remember the Caribbean People who laboured in the construction of the Panama Canal.
Unfortunately, the new generations have lost the memory of this history of intra-Caribbean cooperation. However, said history must serve to convince us that if we were able to do it in the past, more so are we able to do it today.

In the context of the contemporary world, marked by the decentralising of global political power because of severe crises in various economies of the European Union, by the strengthening of the integration and cooperation processes of Latin American and Caribbean nations, the ACS is today, more than ever, a powerful tool, unique in the present circumstances in which the 25 Members States and Associate Members are able to communicate and cooperate freely and autonomously around matters which are important to the Greater Caribbean. In fact, some of these matters cannot wait. There are five significant issues ahead: firstly, protecting our islands and the Caribbean Coast from extreme vulnerability, each time we are threatened by disasters caused by phenomena of natural origin; this is a matter of life and death in which we have to work together. We have to produce a grand programme with strategic projects to be presented to the international community of nations.
Secondly, we have to be able to, above all, create multi destination tourism routes. It will therefore be necessary to strengthen connectivity so that the links between Latin America and the Caribbean will be deeper and more sustainable.  We should not ignore the great importance of that connectivity for tourism for the People of the Caribbean.
Thirdly, we have to create a more favorable climate for productive investment in the Caribbean, ensuring that the flow of capital for production acquires extraordinary dynamism in the Caribbean community.

Fourthly, we have a sacred obligation to protect our Caribbean Sea, avoiding any action that endangers it.

Moreover, in order to fully achieve our goals, it is necessary, absolutely necessary, that our people know each other better, that they discover how similar we are, despite the distance and the recent isolation. We need to promote cooperation in the field of education, science and culture. We need to fully facilitate the coming together of our researchers, our students and our cultural expressions.
The ACS is the ideal space for all the actors of the region to sit and discuss the construction of policies and work instruments. It’s a unique and privileged space for us to come in agreement on issues particularly Caribbean. 
History has taught me that there are processes that mature more slowly than others in the midst of great difficulty. But history has also taught me that faith in the ideals, patience to overcome difficulties, and enthusiasm to move forward with optimism, together with a healthy dose of pragmatism, overcome all obstacles however challenging they may be. We just need to be able to leave our 5th Summit with the enthusiasm and conviction that we have achieved so far, that the great idea which is the Association of Caribbean States is well worth our dedication and effort.

Even though a long time has elapsed since the last Summit, the Heads of State and/or Government of the ACS have expressed their decision to meet to address the major issues of regional cooperation. The central theme of the 5th Summit has been fulfilled: strengthening the ACS, based on the recognition that this is the space we have created for a more effective and productive cooperation in the Wider Caribbean in strategic areas for the progress and general well-being of the countries that comprise it. We have our Declaration and Plan of Action and will work tirelessly for its realization.

I would like to thank everyone who made our V Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Greater Caribbean possible, with their daily efforts.
President Michel Joseph Martelly, let me reiterate the collective feeling, the spirit that reigns in this meeting: we are deeply grateful to you and your people. We feel at home and are left speechless by the hospitality and generosity of the Haitian people. Today we are joined by the protective shadow of the great heroes of the struggle for freedom and human dignity: Jean Jacques Dessalines, Toussaint L’Ouverture and Henri Christophe.

Many Thanks to the Haitian people and everyone present.
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