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         Annex V
FIFTH SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF THE STATES, COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES 
 Pétion Ville, Haiti
 April 26, 2013

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES 
ENRIQUE PEÑA NIETO

Good afternoon to you all. 
First of all, I would like to address Mr. Michel Joseph Martelly, President of the sister Republic of Haiti, whom I thank for his hospitality, and at the same time I would like to extend warmest greetings to all the Heads of States and Presidents of the family of countries of the Caribbean Region. 
Honourable Representatives of the countries that constitute this Association of Caribbean States, Secretary General Alfonso Múnera.

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Firstly, I would like to reiterate my thanks to President Martelly for his courtesies, and I applaud the convening of this 5th ACS Summit, more so since it has been almost eight years since a summit was last held. Without a doubt, this Summit confirms first and foremost, the interest of the countries of the region (25) who really want to be accepted, as the Haitian President stated, not only as neighbours, but genuinely as brothers and sisters. And therefore we must encourage greater solidarity among ourselves in order to achieve harmonious and balanced development throughout the region. 
I assumed the Presidency of my country just about five months ago and I have made it clear that my Government, that Mexico, is interested in extending the arms of solidarity and co-operation to both the Caribbean and Latin American regions.

Effectively this is what we have been saying to the various multilateral forums that have preceded this one that we are taking part in today. 
The international community must continue with its programmes of humanitarian assistance and economic reconstruction for the good people of Haiti. 
Thus, on this occasion, I must express on behalf of Mexico, its reiterated commitment to support through increased co-operation, our fellow country, Haiti. 

It is precisely in a spirit of friendship and brotherhood, for our countries, that I applaud the realization of this Summit. 
This is the broadest co-operation and integration initiative of the Caribbean Region. Therefore, the Mexican Government has been, and will continue to be, an active advocate in this regard.  For my country, the Caribbean Sea is not a border that divides us; on the contrary, it is a bridge of unity among the countries that share this Caribbean Region. 
In the framework of this Plenary Session, I endorse Mexico’s decision to revitalise the vision and actions of this Forum that promotes the development, progress and grandeur of the Caribbean.
For its part, following this Meeting, the Association of Caribbean States also begins a new phase toward cohesion and co-operation among its members.

There are various integration processes and mechanisms underway in Latin America and the Caribbean. Perhaps the most extensive space is that which gave us the opportunity to assemble in the Republic of Chile, on the occasion of the CELAC Summit. 
However, in order to address the aspirations and challenges of Caribbean societies with greater precision, the ideal forum is that in which we are participating, that is to say, the Association of Caribbean States. 
In particular, highlighting its specific objectives to accelerate and deepen complementarity in areas such as the comprehensive management of natural disasters, tourism, communications and investment in infrastructure for the development of this Region. 
While the financial crisis and the resulting deceleration of some developed nations present challenges for global growth, in Mexico’s opinion, they also create opportunities for those regions that are ready to be transformed and be in a position to achieve growth and consequently, greater prosperity for their peoples. 
It is my view that this is the case of Caribbean nations. This is a region with tremendous potential to attract greater investments, generate employment and promote inclusive development. 
Without a doubt, the beauty and wealth of the Caribbean are indeed extraordinary.  However, its natural conditions are also what make this Region particularly vulnerable.
Our countries must learn from past experiences to improve their capacity to respond to natural phenomena. 
They must also improve their activities, assets and sources of income. 
Lastly, our nations must be conscious of working together and in unity, since we will thus be able to bolster our strengths and accelerate our development.  
Therein lies the importance of this 5th Summit, the Declaration of Haiti and the Plan of Action that we shall sign. Let us all undertake to commit ourselves to this.

Permit me, as a type of initiative, to draw reference to the points that we will endorse here:

One - make this a more prosperous region and by doing so, promote the competitiveness of our nations and make this the mechanism for accelerating development. 
Two - also make this region more inclusive, where we could work in a more focused manner so as to bridge the gaps of inequality. 
Three - make this a region in which we could support and strengthen a climate of peace and respect for Human Rights.

Four - a Caribbean in harmony with the Environment. 

Fifth - an organisation that is up to the challenges of our time. 
Therefore, we are determined to strengthen the bonds of friendship and co-operation that unite us to all the countries of the Caribbean region – and I’m referring here to everyone, without exception.

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Let me share with you that in Mexico, we have several internal challenges and trials. 
The Government that I launched recently, which I have the honour of leading, has defined five major national goals.

Four of these are focused on the joint effort that Mexico must organise in order to accelerate its development and growth and to fight poverty and to become an inclusive Mexico.

But having regard to one of these five points. and to one of these five major national goals, we have established that Mexico must assume a global responsibility to support and to join the great causes of humanity.

And Mexico wants to begin this effort, specifically with the countries with which it shares greatest proximity and greatest fraternity.

We are collaborating in this manner with the Latin American region and I’ve come to tell you, countries of the Caribbean region, that Mexico wants to be present.  Mexico wants to be recognised as a brother of this region with increased co-operation and sharing sucesses in matters that would inspire greater development for the Region.  

Thus, at this time, I wish to confirm and ratify Mexico’s commitment to support the creation of an Association of Caribbean States project management unit, which would allow economic support to be identified for infrastructure projects and I am certain that this unit would facilitate the realisation of such projects.

In closing, I wish to reiterate Mexico’s political will to genuinely illustrate, most of all in actions, the fraternity and friendship that unite us with the fellow peoples of the Caribbean.    

Once again Mr. President, thank you for your hospitality. Since this Summit has not been held for eight years, and it is now Mexico’s duty to assume, in fact, it has assumed, the Chairmanship Pro-Tempore of the Ministerial Council of this Association, I fervently hope that we truly commit to what we will endorse on this occasion, and that the spirit of solidarity and brotherhood will allow us all to support and promote the development and progress of our nations.  I do hope that it will be so.
And I wish tremendous success for this 5th Summit in which we are participating today, and that the presence of several Heads of State will confirm the will pledged here today to work toward the further development of this Caribbean Region.

Thank you very much.
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