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July 26, 2013 

 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to write to you as a follow-up to the establishment of the Centre for 
the Promotion of Languages and Cultures of the Greater Caribbean (CPLC), to reiterate 
Panama’s position, as expressed on other occasions by the authorities of our country. 

The Republic of Panama deems it important that a multilateral project such as the one 
that we are seeking to implement, which it must execute in accordance with the decisions of 
the Ministerial Council, should emerge at the regional level with the required financial support of 
the Association, in a manner that would facilitate and honour the reason for its establishment, 
namely to foster multilingualism, reduce language barriers and promote knowledge of the 
cultures of the Greater Caribbean. Our country, through the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding, agreed to host the Coordination Centre and equipped it with adequate furniture, 
as well as temporary staff, in order to initiate the process of its establishment. This situation 
was maintained until a few months ago to promote the establishment of the Centre. 

From its inception, in September 2011, Panama raised the issue of funding, in view of 
the multilateral nature of the CPLC. However, we are of the opinion that this issue alone does 
not constitute, in the short term, a guarantee to initiate the project for its establishment. 

By virtue of Agreement 14/12 resulting from the 17th Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial 
Council, which was held in Trinidad and Tobago on February 10, 2012, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Panama, pursuant to the said Agreement, dispatched Notes to the ACS Secretariat, 
urging it to move forward in its approaches to possible donors in order to guarantee the 
financial sustainability of the CPLC Project, in accordance with the mandate of the Ministerial 
Council. 

 At the same time, in its capacity as Chairman of the Ministerial Council, it dispatched a 
Note to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member Countries of the ACS, urging them to 
express, to the Secretary General, their support for the CPLC and request that he approach 
possible sponsors with a view to ensuring the financial sustainability of the CPLC. 
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 Additionally, in order to facilitate the visibility of the Centre by both donors and Member 
Countries, the Republic of Panama, in its capacity as Chairman of the Ministerial Council of the 
ACS, considered it fitting to request a consultancy to examine the legal framework for the 
institutionalisation of the CPLC project at the regional level, as well as the operational aspects 
with regard to its logistical organisation, and the educational and administrative aspects. The 
said request was coordinated within the framework of the Working Group, chaired at that time 
by Mrs Gloria de Mees, Director of Sustainable Tourism of the ACS. 

 However, despite the efforts undertaken by Panama, no note of commitment was 
received from Member Countries or potential donors in support of the project subsequent to the 
approaches made by the Association’s Secretariat. In the same vein, no response to the request 
for technical assistance has been forthcoming. 

 The Government of Panama is of the view that given the financial difficulties faced by 
the Association, more time and space are required to accommodate an ambitious project such 
as this. Furthermore, we are aware that some donor countries have already established 
cooperation initiatives with Member Countries at the bilateral level, and have indicated that in 
light of the commitments made, they do not have at their disposal additional funds to support 
the project. 

 In this regard, we believe that the Secretariat of the Association should on the one hand 
seek the support of a consultancy firm to simplify the project and establish its legal framework, 
scope in terms of operations, logistical organisation, educational and administrative details, and 
on the other hand, evaluate the adoption of measures that could provide an immediate 
response to one component of the project, namely the implementation of a brief language 
learning programme with the resources of the Secretariat, thereby paving the way for the 
examination and viability of the initiative. 

 Panama reiterates its willingness to support the initiative, but on the condition that it is 
included, in a tangible way, in the multilateral framework of the Association. 

 I take this opportunity to renew to you, Excellency, the assurances of my highest and 
distinguished consideration. 

                    (Signed) 
      ANALUISA BUSTAMANTE C. 
                 Director General 
      International Economic Relations 

 
Her Excellency  
ARLINE GONZÁLEZ 
Ambassador of Panama 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago  
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