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       ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS) 
SIXTH EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 
Pétion Ville, Republic of Haiti, 25 April 2013

RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT
<HAITI>

The Sixth Extraordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) – Preparatory Meeting introducing the 5th Summit of Heads of State a/o Government the ACS – was held in Pétion Ville, Republic of Haiti, April 25th, 2013. The head table comprised His Excellency Pierre-Richard Casimir, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti, host country of the Summit, His Excellency Ambassador José Antonio Zabalgoitia Trejo, Director General of Organizations and American Regional  Mechanisms of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, as Chairman of the Ministerial Council; His Excellency Rogelio Sierra, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cuba, and Her Excellency Ambassador Mireya Agüero de Corrales, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras as Vice-Chairmen; Dr Watson Denis, National Coordinator of the V Summit of the ACS and Director of Foreign Policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Haiti, as Rapporteur, and the Secretary General of the ACS, His Excellency Alfonso Múnera.

Delegations from 23 Member States, 1 Associate Member, 4 Founding Observers, 7 Observer Countries and specially invited guests were in attendance. 
Opening Ceremony
Address by the Host Country of the Summit, His Excellency Pierre-Richard CASIMIR, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Republic of Haiti
His Excellency Pierre-Richard CASIMIR extended a warm welcome to his distinguished colleagues at the head table, as well as to all the delegations and other officials present. He acknowledged the importance of the 5th Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the ACS, the significance of the unification of the Caribbean region, its political pluralism and cultural diversity. He stated that it was a pleasure for the Government and people of Haiti to serve as host, and assured that the meeting on the Declaration and Plan of Action of Pétion Ville would serve to strengthen the Association in its thematic areas and thus make it possible to build a stronger and unified Caribbean.
In this regard, Minister Casimir urged the Ministerial Council to continue its efforts towards the strengthening of cooperation in trade, transport, tourism and disaster risk reduction, with the objective of stabilising and developing the Caribbean region.

Similarly, the Minister indicated that from the preparatory meetings, he had observed the dedication and reaffirmation of the initial work that had brought the Association to this level and, on behalf of the President and Prime Minister wished long life to the Association of Caribbean States. Minister Casimir’s Address is attached to this report as Annex I.
Address by the Chair of the Ministerial Council, His Excellency José Antonio Zabalgoitia, Representative of Mexico

Ambassador Zabalgoitia extended greetings to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti, the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cuba, the Secretary General of the ACS and all other delegates present.
Ambassador Zabalgoitia then expressed, on behalf of the Government of Mexico, sincere appreciation to Haiti for its attentions and for its initiative in organizing this 5th Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the ACS with the firm objective of achieving greater dynamism by means of developing its work areas, and so attaining a stronger and more united Caribbean.

Similarly, he indicated that Mexico’s work programme as Chairman of the Ministerial Council of the ACS was aimed at knowledge sharing, inter alia, in the areas of disasters, cultural development in the Greater Caribbean, and the entry into force of the treaties awaiting ratification.

Address by the Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean States, His Excellency, Ambassador Alfonso Múnera 

His Excellency Alfonso Munera, conveyed greetings to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti; to the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cuba; to the Representative of the Government of Mexico, Pro-Tempore Chair of the ACS; to the Ministers, Observer Countries, specially invited guests and all delegates.

He then expressed his gratitude to the Government of Haiti for their hospitality, and to the President of Haiti, for his conviction and enthusiasm that made it possible to convene the summit in order to strengthen co-operation in the Greater Caribbean. He reiterated his conviction that the Caribbean represented unity in the midst of diversity and that, on this basis, a group of visionaries from the Greater Caribbean had designed the Association of Caribbean States in the 1980s. Despite its having gone through difficult moments, the Secretary General expressed his conviction that the ACS represented the ideal space and forum for the countries of the Greater Caribbean to discuss their common concerns and reach agreement on great proposals and co-operation projects.
Additionally, he announced that the first major challenge to be faced would be the construction of a large-scale strategic programme to benefit the people of the region, by achieving the prevention and mitigation of disasters caused by natural phenomena. Another challenge would be to improve connectivity among the countries of the Caribbean in the area of transport, since, instead of advances in the last decades, there has been regression in the area of communications. The Secretary General stressed that the establishment of closer connections among member countries is essential for trade and investment, as well as to strengthen their identity. He also underscored the need to develop sustainable tourism and in this regard, highlighted the consensus achieved among Member States for the Plan of Action to contribute to the fulfilment of these commitments. In conclusion, he emphasised the importance of creating a better environment for investment in production, as well as making co-operation in education, culture, science and technology a priority.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS

The Agenda for the meeting was approved and is attached as Annex II.
Review of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Pétion Ville 
The Chairman indicated that the Declaration of Pétion Ville reflected the position of the Heads of State and/or Government, inter alia, in the areas of co-operation, progress and economic and social development, condemnation of terrorism and political interference. Similarly, he stated that the Declaration encouraged countries which had not done so, to sign the outstanding agreements so that they may enter into force.

In addition, the Chairman assured delegates that the Plan of Action established concrete measures in the thematic areas of the ACS and the Caribbean Sea Commission, the Special Fund, Culture, Education and Technology. It also offered guidelines for work in relation to small and medium industries. The Caribbean must be a zone of development and co-operation, respecting its cultural diversity.

The Mexican delegation stated that their Government could make available to the members its knowledge in the area of early response to disasters, disaster prevention, inter alia.
The Jamaican delegation indicated that, among the opportunities provided by the documents being considered, was that of strengthening transport, particularly maritime transport.  Further, taking into account the vast experience of their country in said area, the delegation requested that the Ministry of Transport and Works of Jamaica (and the Jamaican Port Authority) be added to paragraph 3.3. With respect to the Declaration, the delegation requested that the following phrase be included at the end of paragraph 32:

The need to facilitate the increased movement of people among and within the Members States of the ACS.
The Colombian delegation requested that reference to the National Maritime Authority of Colombia be included in paragraph 3.3 of the Plan of Action.

The Declaration and Plan of Action was approved with the requested amendments, to be presented to the Heads of State and/or Government.
The Costa Rican delegation highlighted the commitment of the Government of Costa Rica to the strengthening and revitalisation of the Association of Caribbean States, as evidenced by Costa Rica’s assumption of the Chairmanship of the Caribbean Sea Commission and the Vice-Chairmanship of the Special Committee on Sustainable Tourism of the ACS. 
The Colombian delegation indicated, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, that their Government was totally committed to the strengthening of the ACS to enable it to successfully face the challenges presented by the current context. The delegation also emphasised the fact that connectivity should be the focal point to move forward in the area of transport, as it would be of benefit to all the thematic areas of the ACS and therefore to its members. The delegation further pointed out that in the Plan of Action it was essential to provide the bases for the consolidation of the Special Fund. In this regard, it was of utmost urgency that the Project Manager be hired, and urged the Ministerial Council to address the obstacles which were preventing the optimal functioning of the Special Fund. The delegation reiterated that their Government had the full assurance that the approval of the Plan of Action on the following day would constitute a great step in the revitalisation process of the Association of Caribbean States.
The Cuban delegation was appreciative of the impetus that the Chairmanship of Panama, as well as the current Secretary General, had given to the ACS. The delegation reiterated its Government’s support for the strengthening of co-operation, collaboration and development in the Caribbean. The delegation affirmed that the ACS could greatly contribute to the integration of the insular Caribbean and Latin America, a commitment assumed by Cuba as Pro-Tempore Chair of CELAC. Furthermore, the delegation expressed satisfaction with the Declaration and the current Plan of Action, which contain the necessary guidelines for the revitalisation of the Association of Caribbean States.  
The French delegation expressed their satisfaction with the excellent welcome and arrangements put in place by the Government of Haiti, as well as the unity in diversity evidenced by everyone’s presence. The delegation also congratulated the Chair, México, for its management of the Meeting of the Council, as well as Secretary General, for leading such a noble task as the organization of this important Summit. The delegation then referred to Article 36 of the Declaration, which clearly articulated the request by Guadeloupe and Martinique to become Associate Members. The delegation reaffirmed the absolute support of the Government of France for the desire expressed by Guadeloupe and Martinique in this regard, and highlighted their contributions to the ideal that presently united everyone in the symbolic land of Haiti. The delegation expressed their total support for the Declaration, which manifested the unanimous will of the Member States, and for the Plan of Action, considering that it offered a strategic framework to make the objectives set by the Association, a reality. 
The delegation from Dominica paid special tribute to the Government of Haiti for its organisation of the Summit and acknowledged the Secretariat for its preparatory work. The delegation further pledged the support of their Government for the foundational principles of the ACS, as well as their gratitude for the opportunity to be part of the revitalisation process of the ACS.  The delegation acknowledged the role of the French Overseas territories in this strengthening process. The delegation made mention of the spirit of the Declaration and the cooperation Agreements among the Governments of the Caribbean. Based on the foregoing and their country’s commitments in the region, it considered paragraphs 9 to 17 of great value to their delegation. With respect to the importance of the connectivity and the free movement of persons throughout the Caribbean, the delegation indicated that they were anxiously awaiting advancements in this area.
The delegation from Suriname indicated that the key role of the Association was to serve as an entity to promote co-operation and provide a platform for the exchange of knowledge and experiences among the countries of the Caribbean. The delegation offered the services of the Government of Surinam to assist in establishing closer links between Latin America and the Caribbean. The delegation appealed for the inclusion of youth in the work programmes of the ACS; primarily job creation for the youth. In this regard, the delegation made mention of Surinam’s work in relation to culture and in particular the CARIFESTA Festival, to be held in August. The delegation also affirmed Suriname’s commitment regarding connectivity in the region, as evidenced by its assumption of the Chairmanship of the Special Committee on Transport of the ACS. Finally, Suriname acknowledged the work of the Secretary General, and that of Ms Gloria de Mees and Ms Ariadna Pérez whose tenure as Directors at the Secretariat recently came to an end; while extending greetings to the new Directors.
The delegation from El Salvador acknowledged the work conducted by Haiti in organising the Summit, by the Secretary General, by Panama as Chairman during the period 2012- 2013 and by the current Chairman, Mexico.  The delegation was also pleased to reiterate El Salvador’s commitment to the Association of Caribbean States.
The delegation from Guyana conveyed its gratitude for the organisation of the Meeting and indicated that it was difficult not to be in agreement on all the proposals of the Plan of Action. However, the delegation appealed for the ACS to focus on the actions in which it was most effective. The delegation also indicated that if the private sector was not involved in the connectivity, it would be impossible to find a solution to this matter. The delegation urged the ACS not to duplicate the work of other organisations, primarily in the areas of culture, science and technology. Finally, the delegation pointed out that one could not address the increase of trade in the Caribbean until resolving the matter of connectivity in the area of transport. 

The delegation from Barbados congratulated the Government and people of Haiti for the excellent welcome, as well as the ACS for convening the meeting, particularly the Summit to be held on the following day.  Having played their part in the area of the Caribbean Sea Initiative, and subsequently the Commission, the Barbadian delegation expressed the great satisfaction of their Government for the recognition granted to the Initiative and the Commission, both in the Declaration and the Plan of Action of Pétion Ville, both of which would be signed at the Summit.  Similarly, the delegation affirmed that the Greater Caribbean possessed the capacity and the resources required in the areas of tourism, trade and transport, for the development of the region and that the time had come to take advantage of the opportunities to demonstrate not only the capacity, but also the will to collaborate and implement initiatives that would redound to the benefit of the region.
The delegation from Haiti recommended a change in the paragraph expressing condolences and solidarity on the sad passing of President Hugo Chávez Frías. The meeting approved the change in the second part of the paragraph as follows: 
President Hugo Chavez always demonstrated a deep love and respect for the people of the Greater Caribbean. We recognise and appreciate his commitment to the region and efforts to build strong means of co-operation that help to improve the quality of life of our people, strengthen the integration and tighten the ties of friendship among our governments.
The Secretary General expressed gratitude for the support and endorsement that ACS had received; stating that the concerns expressed were echoed by the Secretariat. In this regard, he indicated that to set in motion the mechanisms that would allow the actions contained in the Plan of Action to materialise, it was necessary to resolve the problems that constitute an obstacle to their attainment.
The Secretary General agreed that the topic of connectivity was of great importance to the Caribbean; consequently, it was necessary to reach agreement in order to work toward the solution required in this area. He also indicated that the Greater Caribbean possessed the resources and intellectual tools to face the challenges presented and reaffirmed that culture was the unifying element. He further reiterated his total confidence in the role of the ACS and its significance to the Caribbean.
The Delegation from Grenada and the Delegation from St Kitts and Nevis expressed their appreciation of the words of the Secretary General and assured the meeting of their Governments’ total support for the Association.

Revision of Special Communiqués
The delegation from Nicaragua conveyed gratitude for the warm welcome by the President, Prime Minister and people of Haiti, as well as their Government’s desire to make the ACS a whole, solid, strong and prosperous entity. The delegation expressed their great satisfaction with regard to the spirit of the Declaration, which was one of unity and progress.  

The delegation from Nicaragua proposed that as part of an approach toward a united and strong Greater Caribbean, a Special Communiqué be considered to congratulate the Government and people of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and in particular, Mr Nicolás Maduro Moros, for his victory in the recent elections. 
After conducting the necessary consultations, this Communiqué was approved by the Ministerial Council.

The Ministerial Council also approved the Special Communiqués congratulating the Governments of Barbados, Grenada and Paraguay as a result of their recent elections.

Other Business
The delegation from Jamaica wished to offer support for the appointment of Mr George Nicholson, holder of a Master’s Degree in Engineering and Transport, as Director of the Directorate of Transport and Disaster Risk Reduction. 
The said appointment was approved by the Ministerial Council, and is documented by means of Ministerial Agreement 10/13 (Annex III).
The Ministerial Council also expressed its appreciation to out-going Director, Mr. Eduardo José González Ángulo, congratulating him for an excellent job at the helm of the Directorate for Transport and Disaster Risk Reduction, and for his dedication to the organization throughout his tenure.
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