CARIBBEAN FESTIVALS – JULY 2014
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
ANTIGUA’S CARNIVAL – JULY 26th – AUGUST 5th 
This is a ten-day event that is filled with revelry, events such as a children’s carnival, music competitions and beauty pageants. The Antiguan Carnival dates back to August 1st of 1834 when slavery was abolished entirely. It all started when the local natives immediately went to the streets to express their joyful celebration of freedom. Carnival in Antigua and Barbuda was celebrated informally until 1957 when it was officially declared a national event. It was purposed to be a tourist attraction and a commemoration of emancipation from slavery. Since then, the Antiguan Carnival has developed into a ten day festival packed with revelry to the beat of the Calypso. 
http://antiguacarnival.com/
ARUBA
ARUBA HIGH WINDS 2014 – JULY 1st – 7th 

This is one of the most popular and well-known water sport events in the Caribbean. This event was first held in 1987 and since then has gained increasing popularity over the years. There will be windsurfing and kite surfing along with food, drinks and music for the enjoyment of all patrons. 
http://www.hiwindsaruba.com/index.php/practical-info/general#1

THE BAHAMAS 

JUNKANOO SUMMER FESTIVAL: THE BERRY ISLANDS – JULY 4th – 18th 
This cultural event is aimed at showcasing the heritage and traditions of the islands of the Bahamas. There will be live music, Authentic Bahamian Craft, native cuisine and much more.
http://www.bahamas.com/node/710
BARBADOS 

CROP OVER – JULY 
Crop Over is Barbados’ biggest and best loved festival which sees the whole island taken over by the party spirit. Events last five weeks and revellers can expect a heavy mix of live music, dancing, carnival, markets, cultural presentations and more.

Contact: National Cultural Foundation

Tel: (246) 424-0909

Website: www.ncf.bb
BELIZE 
9th BELIZE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL – JULY 16th – 21st 
This festival will bring some of the world’s top filmmakers and films to Belize. There will be five days of film, workshops and seminars. 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/BELIZE-INTERNATIONAL-FILM-FESTIVAL/99617944315
COLOMBIA 
COLOMBIA MODA 2014 – JULY 22nd - 24th 
This year the 25th edition of this festival will be held. It is the most import fashion trade show in Colombia. The best fashion and business moguls will gather in one place for an extravagant affair. 
http://colombiamoda.inexmoda.org.co/en/
COSTA RICA 

NICOYA’S ANNEXURE – JULY 25th 
On July 25th every year Costa Ricans celebrate the annexation of the region of Nicoya. During the era of Spanish colonialism, this tiny area had several administrative purposes. It once belonged to Nicaragua, was then independent and finally became annexed to Costa Rica. Nicoya’s annexure is celebrated with parades, tourism fairs, story-telling and so on. 
http://www.tiquicia.com/articulos/cultura/anexion.asp
CURACAO
AMNESIA MUSIC FESTIVAL – JULY 5th 
This music festival was first held in Curacao in the year 2008 and focused on mainly electronic dance music. It promises to showcase world-class innovative performances. For twelve hours there will be performances from more than 50 artistes on four stages.
https://www.facebook.com/amnesiacuracao
CUBA 

FESTIVAL DEL CARIBE “FIESTA DE FUEGO” – JULY 3rd – 9th 
The 37th edition of this festival will take place in Santiago de Cuba. This festival which is the largest of its kind in Latin America is a place is a meeting place for all expressions of artistic culture.  There will be storytelling, music workshops, religious ceremonies and much more. Solidarity, diversity, friendship will all be expressed during this event.

DOMINICA 
DIVE FEST 2014 – JULY 10th – 20th 
Diving is one of Dominica’s most popular tourist attractions. The purpose of this festival is to give participants a fun way to learn about diving. In addition to diving, there will be swimming and kayaking races, BBQs and much more.
http://www.dominicawatersports.com/
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

DOMINCAN MERENGUE FESTIVAL – JULY 6th – 14th 
Merengue is an important cultural tradition that exists in the Dominican Republic. This music is a mix of the African, Spanish and Creole influences that exist in the Domincan Republic. This festival brings a joyous atmosphere to the streets of the sounds of meringue fill the streets, beaches and concert halls everywhere.
https://www.fest300.com/festivals/fiesta-de-merengue
EL SALVADOR 

FIESTAS JULIAS – JULY 17th – 26th 

This is a festival in honour of the patron saint Santa Ana and has become one of the most popular festivals in the country. During the course of the festival there are sporting events, church services, parades and parties. The festival ends with a procession with the image of Santa Ana throughout the streets.
FRENCH GUIANA 
FESTIVAL OF GAMES FOR ALL – JULY 5th – 6th  

This festival promotes the joy and merriment that comes from games.  During this event not only the very young, but adults of all ages will be able to participate in the activities. It will be an all-inclusive gaming festival for all. There will be video games, outdoor games, games involving role-play and so on. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1494811734081204/
GRENADA 

3rd EXECUTIVE SYMPOSIUM FOR INNOVATORS IN COASTAL TOURISM - JULY 9th – 14th 
This event is a means of finding and initiating new sustainable models of marine, coastal, and island tourism and vacation home development. Participants will comprise NGOs, real estate developers, community organisations and so on. 
http://www.onecaribbean.org/events-calendar/cto-crest-symposium-2014/
GUADELOUPE
GUADELOUPE’S INTERNATIONAL ZOUK FESTIVAL - JULY 19th – 27th 
Zouk is a genre of music that is native to Martinique and Guadeloupe. The aim of this Zouk festival is to create a space where zouk artistes can meet and share experiences. The promotion of cultural tourism in the French West Indies and facilitation artistic expression will also be high on the agenda. It will be an event filled with music, dancing and parties.
http://festivalduzouk.org/le-festival
GUATEMALA
THE NATIONAL INDIGENOUS FESTIVAL OF GUATEMALA – JULY 

This festival is a means of portraying the Mayan culture to the world. It takes place in the city of Cobán and festivities will include street fairs, concerts, parades, and parties. This is celebrated for nearly two weeks at the end of July and sometimes extends into early August. 
GUYANA 

BERBICE EXPO 2014 – JULY 25th – 28th 
The year 2014 will be the 10th edition of this exposition and trade fair. This year’s theme will be ‘Exploiting Science and Technology for Economic Development”. The annual event allows local industries the opportunity to develop as it enhances their image and visibility on the local and international markets.
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2014/media/photos/05/23/10th-berbice-expo-launched/
HAITI 

HAITI VOODOO FESTIVAL – JULY 14th – 16th 
This festival is held in the municipality of Saut-d’Eau. Saut d’eau means waterfall. The region is named this as there is a huge waterfall there. Every year there is a large pilgrimage to this waterfall where voodoo rituals are performed.
HONDURAS

NATIONAL GARIFUNA FESTIVAL - JULY 

This festival which is held in the third week of July every year celebrates Garifuna heritage and culture. There are theatrical performaces, expositions and fairs to celebrate the arrival of the Garifuna people in Central America. This huge celebration that includes much music and dancing is held in the community of Bajamar. 
http://www.iexplore.com/travel-guides/central-and-south-america/honduras/festivals-and-events
JAMAICA 
REGGAE SUMFEST – JULY 132th – 19th 
The first Reggae Sumfest fest was held in 1993. It is a means of showcasing reggae music which is indigenous to Jamaica. Even though this is a predominantly reggae festival, other genres of music such as R&B are a part of the event. Some popular names that have performed at this festival are shaggy, Beenie man, Alicia Keys and Mary J Blige. 
http://www.reggaesumfest.com/2013/index.php/en/
MARTINIQUE 
TOUR DE MARTINIQUE DES YOLES RONDES – JULY 27th – AUGUST 3rd 
This sailing event first took place in the year 1966. Many sailing enthusiasts come to Martinique every year to partake in this competition or spectate.  This event has grown enormously and has become a great source of revenue for the island.
https://www.facebook.com/tourdesyolesrondes
http://www.tourdesyoles.com/
MARTINIQUE’S INTERNATIONAL ZOUK FESTIVAL – JULY 16th – 20th 

Zouk is a type of music that native to Martinique and Guadeloupe. The aim of this Zouk festival is to create a space where zouk artistes can meet and share experiences, promote cultural tourism in the French West Indies and facilitate artistic expression. It will be an event filled with music, dancing and parties.

http://festivalduzouk.org/programme
MEXICO
LA GUELAGUETZA – JULY 21st – 28th 
This is an indigenous cultural event that takes place in the city of Oaxaca in Mexico. Oaxaca has a large native indigenous population and this celebration will focus on their traditional dances, cuisine and artisanal crafts. 
http://www.oaxaca-mio.com/fiestas/guelaguetza_calendario.htm
NICARAGUA 

LIBERATION DAY – JULY 19th 

This day marks the ousting of the Somozan family political dynasty that had been in power since the end of the American occupation of Nicaragua in the year 1912. On this day in 1979, the FSLN defeated the dictatorship and liberated the nation. Fifty thousand Nicaraguans also died during this event. 
PANAMA

DAY OF THE VIRGIN OF CARMEN – JULY 16th 
A pilgrimage takes place in Bocas del Toro every year in honour of the Virgin of Carmen. Many will attend religious services to celebrate the event. There is also a  pilgrimage leads to La Gruta, which is a cave in the centre of the island.
ST MAARTEEN 
SCHOELCHER DAY GRANDE-CASE – JULY 21st 
This is a public holiday that honours that abolitionist and French Parliamentarian Victor Schoelcher who led the campaign against slavery. Bike and boat races are held to celebrate the July 21st, Victor Schoelcher’s birthday.
ST KITTS AND NEVIS 
NEVIS CULTURAMA FESTIVAL 2014 – JULY 24th – AUGUST 5th 

This is the 40th anniversary of this event. This event is meant to showcase and stimulate interest in Nevis’ culture and to keep dying cultural traditions alive. Visitors to this event will be treated to dancing, displays, pageants and much more. 
http://www.culturamanevis.com/

ST LUCIA 

ST LUCIA’S CARNIVAL – JULY 21st – 22nd 
St Lucia Carnival is one of the most hyped and exciting festivals in St Lucia. It is when the majority of St Lucians get the opportunity to clamor through the streets of Castries and party until they drop. It usually begins in the middle of the month of June with the Calypso Season and ends in the middle of the month of July where it ends with a grand parade through the city of Castries.

Traditionally, in common with other Caribbean countries, Saint Lucia held a carnival before Lent. In 1999, it was moved to mid-July so as not to clash with the much larger Trinidad and Tobago carnival, and in an effort to attract more overseas visitors. It is a two-day festival where people walk about two miles. There are many events that lead up to St Lucia Carnival. St Lucians as well as tourists enjoy these festivities that include dancing and parading in the streets.  
http://www.luciancarnival.com/upcoming-events
SURINAME

EID-UL-FITR – JULY 28th 

Eid-Ul-Fitr (Eid for short) is one of the most important festivals in the Islamic calendar. It is a joyous occasion where devotees give thanks to Allah. Followers of Islam fast for a month in the lead up to Eid. On July 28th, many will attend services at mosques and on returning home enjoy much food, drink and merriment.
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
TOBAGO HERITAGE FESTIVAL – JULY 16th – AUGUST 1st 
This festival is an annual celebration of the dance, song, music and cuisine of Tobago. There will be portrayals of Tobago’s “old time wedding”, folk tales, feasts and much more.
EID-UL-FITR – JULY 28th 
Eid-Ul-Fitr (Eid for short) is one of the most important festivals in the Islamic calendar. There are approximately 65, 318 Muslims in Trinidad and Tobago (approximately 6% of the population). It is a joyous occasion where devotees give thanks to Allah. Followers of Islam fast for a month in the lead up to Eid. On July 28th, many will attend services at mosques and on returning home enjoy much food, drink and merriment. 
http://www.nalis.gov.tt/Research/SubjectGuide/EidulFitr/tabid/170/Default.aspx?PageContentID=131

VENEZUELA 
VIRGEN DEL CARMEN – JULY 16th 
On July 16th every year in Andalucia, Venezuela, the effigy of the Virgen del Carmen is adorned and paraded through the streets.  This festival is important to the fishing villages in the region as this virgin is also known as “La Reina de los Mares” or “the Queen of the Seas”
http://www.andalucia.com/festival/virgindelcarmen.htm
