CARIBBEAN FESTIVALS – MAY 2014
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
ANTIGUA TENNIS WEEK – MAY 10th – 17th 
This event started in 1975 as an island-wide professional tournament in Antigua and Barbuda and has now evolved into an international affair. International tennis star “Fiery” Fred Stole and former Australian champions Ross Case and Owen Davidson will grace the stage. The courts overlook the tranquil waters of the Caribbean Sea  and this provides a wonderful ambience to this great event.
ARUBA 

ARUBA SOUL BEACH MUSIC FESTIVAL (MEMORIAL DAY) – MAY 21st – 26th 

This music festival start on Memorial Day weekend is a five day event of electrifying performances. This event also includes beach parties, night club events and comedy shows that will feature world-renowned artists. Some of the big names that will feature at this event are Robin Thicke, Babyface and Ashanti. 
THE BAHAMAS 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATHLETICS FEDERATION (IAAF) WORLD RELAYS – MAY 24th – 25th 
This event that will host some of the best and most talented athletes in the world will be held in the 15, 000, state of the art, Thomas A. Robinson Stadium. The Relays will serve as a qualifying competition for the 2015 IAAF World Championships in Beijing, China and the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

BARBADOS 

GOSPELFEST – MAY 17th – 25th 
Featuring top local, regional and international gospel talent, the annual Barbados Gospelfest is one of the most popular Christian music festivals in the Caribbean. During this time, seven magnificent events at seven locations will make up one fantastic festival. Some of the events will include a thanksgiving service and gospel concerts. 
CELTIC FESTIVAL – MAY 22nd – 28th 
The Celtic Festival Barbados celebrates the history of the connections between Scotland, Ireland and Wales and the sunny Caribbean island. Over three hundred years ago, around the same time that rum was invented on the island, Scots, Irish and Welsh criminals were given the choice of jail or a boat to the West Indies. There they became indentured slaves working in the sugar plantations which you can still see today, or servants in the big plantation houses. Descendants still live in “Scotland” district on Barbados on the wilder east. Horse racing and polo are very popular here. 
 SOL RALLY BARBADOS – MAY 31st – JUNE 1st 
The year 2014 will be 25th running of this event. Sol Rally Barbados is the Caribbean's biggest annual motor sport international event and is an important part of Barbados’ sport tourism product. There is much regional and international participation from countries such as Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Ireland and Japan
BELIZE 

CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL OF BELIZE – MAY 23rd – 25th 
The Toledo District of southern Belize is recognized for its superior cacao. Every Commonwealth Day Holiday Weekend (late May), the People of this region celebrate the world of chocolate-making. This event includes live entertainment, wine tasting and a range of various chocolate creations to be enjoyed by patrons. 

THE BELIZE TOURISM EXPO (BETEX) 2014 – MAY 7th – 12th 
The Belize Tourism Expo (BETEX) is an initiative of the Belize Tourism Industry Association (BTIA), Belize’s leading national private sector tourism association. It is a business-to-business event showcasing Belize’s travel destinations, hotels, tour operators, and other tourism service providers. BETEX was first organized in 1996 and now takes place every two years, attracting approximately 300 - 350 local and international tourism professionals and press representatives.

COLOMBIA 
INTERNATIONAL TRIATHLON SAN ANDRES ISLAND– MAY 13th 
San Andres Island is a popular tourism destination and diving attraction. The island is actually part of the San Andres Archipelago that includes San Andres, Providencia and Santa Catalina. San Andres lies off the northeast coast of Colombia more than 400 miles and sits adjacent to Nicaragua. More than 600 hundred athletes from mainly Latin will converge in San Andres for this grand event. 
COSTA RICA 

WILD CATS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM – MAY 23rd – 26th 
This event which will take place at the Selva Verde Reserve, would include conferences, workshops and field-based activities where participants can learn about new findings and research on wild cat conservation in the Americas. The Wild Cats Conservation International Symposium aims to open a place for discussion, exchange of ideas, and to strengthen conservation efforts for the future of the great wild cats in the Americas.

CUBA


CUBADISCO – MAY 17th – 25th 
Cubadisco is a festival that pays tribute to the artists of the Cuban music industry. It is a wonderful musical extravaganza which would include a glamorous awards ceremony. There will be free concerts, expositions, launching of CDs and much more. 
INTERNATIONAL POETRY FESTIVAL OF HAVANA – MAY 26th – 31st 
This is an opportunity for poets all over the world to converge in one space and display their talent.  There will be a number of activities, such as seminars, readings and exhibitions. The World Meeting of Poets in Defense of Humanity is also celebrated during the festival. 
CURACAO 
CURACAO CHALLENGE – MAY 29th – JUNE 1st 
This is the biggest windsurfing competition on the island of Curacao. This competition will host more than 150 competitors from around the world. There will be categories for children, amateurs and professional windsurfers. Music, food and entertainment will also be on hand for spectators and participants alike. 
DOMINICA 

HIKE FEST – MAY 10th, 24th and 31st 

This event has been taken place for the past six years and has been organised by the Dominica Hotel & Tourism Association has organized “Hike Fest”. This annual hiking festival traditionally takes place in May with locals and visitors exploring hiking trails of varying levels of difficulty, island wide. It is the perfect time to discover and experience Dominica, meet new people and enjoy a day with nature.

NATIONAL TOURISM COCKTAIL – MAY 17th 
The National Tourism Cocktail is carded for Saturday 17th May, 2014 at the Cabrits National Park. This event will be a great opportunity for product and service suppliers to meet people active in the Tourism industry and is also a means of improving the aforementioned industry as a whole on the island.
Triskell Tour Guadeloupe to Dominica – May 7th – 11th 

The triskell tour is now recognized as one of the largest regattas in Guadeloupe and dominica. The spirit of camaraderie and friendliness is encouraged and promoted during this event and it is distinguished by the number and the diversity of its participants. Boats from the nearby islands of Martinique, Antigua and Saint Lucia, crews from France, Italy, Holland and French Guyana participate year after year. 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

5th BACHATA FESTIVAL – MAY 22nd – JUNE 2nd 2014

Bachata is a form of dance and music that originated in the Dominican Republic. The aim of this festival is to prove a space for the promotion of bachata
in that country and on the international stage. It is a space where one can learn more about Dominicans and their unique heritage. It is also a means of raising money to help the future generations of Dominicans in health, education and artistic development.

EL SALVADOR 

SANTA ANA’ S ROAD RACE - MAY
This event will include races that are 2.5, 5 and 10 kilometres in length in Santa Ana, El Salvador. The funds raised will be used to improve the lives of the poor in this country. 
GRENADA 

LABOUR DAY – May 1st 

Labour Day is celebrated annually in Grenada. May 1st is the day designated for this celebration and the country enjoys a national holiday on this date. Parades and parties are organized by the nation’s workers to commemorate this. 
GUADELOUPE 

Triskell Tour Guadeloupe to Dominica – May 7th – 11th 

The triskell tour is now recognized as one of the largest regattas in the French Caribbean. The spirit of camaraderie and friendliness is encouraged and promoted during this event and it is distinguished by the number and the diversity of its participants. Boats from the nearby islands of Martinique, Antigua and Saint Lucia, crews from France, Italy, Holland and French Guyana participate year after year. 
GUATEMALA 

APPAREL SOURCING SHOW (23rd Edition) – MAY 20th - 22nd 
 During this apparel and textile trade fair international key players of the industry meet under one roof for three days. Every May, the Apparel Sourcing Show, welcomes more than 5,000 visitors to visit this event from different countries of the Americas.

On its 23rd edition the show will showcase an overview of the industry’s best skills and dexterity resulting in a production of high value added garments. The visitor can appreciate how the supply chain consolidates in this part of the Hemisphere, and the specialty of each of the participating countries and the competitive advantages of producing here.

GUYANA 
INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY – MAY 5th 
On this day the arrival of Indians to Guyana is commemorated and celebrated. East Indians first arrived in Guyana 176 years ago. In the 1800s the then British rulers of Guyana started to bring indentured labourers to work in the cane fields. Slavery had just ended and they needed an alternate source of labour in order to keep the economy afloat. Due to the mixing of these cultures, Guyana boasts of its multiethnic and multi-religious society.   May 5th is a public holiday in Guyana. This year’s calendar of events would include re-enactments of the original voyages that Indian ancestors made to Guyana made hundreds of years ago, performances from international Indian artistes and local performers etc in various parts of the country. 
HAITI 

FLAG DAY – MAY 18th 
The month of May is very important to Haitians as it marks the month that the Haitian flag was created in 1803. May 18th is officially Flag Day and This Haitian flag is a symbol of liberty, unity and pride for Haitians. 
HONDURAS
THE GRAND CARNIVAL OF LA CEIBA – MAY
This is one of the most distinguished, famous and historical events of the city of La Ceiba is the Grand Carnival, which has transcended national boundaries and greatly transcended internationally attracting thousands of tourists visit during the event. This event which is the largest carnival in Central America is usually held every third of fourth Saturday of May annually.  This festival originally focused on San Isidro (Saint Isidore the labourer. This week-long street party takes place along Avenue San Isidiro and is presided over by the elected carnival queen. 
JAMAICA

CALABASH INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL – MAY 30th – JUNE 1st 
This is a free three-day festival that will feature musicians and artistes from around the world. Attendees will be treated to a mix of new and established writers and performers. This festival which is held on a biennial basis includes music, storytelling and readings.
STYLEWEEK JAMAICA – MAY 21st – 25th 
This fashion show will showcase the work of Jamaica’s finest fashion designers. Designers from around the world will also be featured in this increasingly popular event. Attendees will be privy to cocktails, seminars and runway shows. 
MARTINIQUE 
FOUR HOURS OF FRETBOARD – Guitar and Steelpan Festival – May 31st – June 1st 
This festival that runs from May 31st to June 1st will take place in Le Carbet at the Le Marouba Hotel. Both international and local artistes will wow the audience with the performance of wondrous musical pieces. 
46th ANNUAL ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN HISTORIANS CONFERENCE – MAY 11th – 16th 

The Association of Caribbean Historians (ACH) is an independent, non-profit, professional organization devoted to the promotion of Caribbean history from a multidisciplinary, pan-Caribbean perspective, and is the primary association for scholarly and public historians working in the field.  The 46th Annual Conference of the Association of Caribbean Historians will be held in Fort-de-France and Schœlcher in Martinique from Sunday, May 11, to Friday, May 16, 2014. The conference fête, the annual dinner and dance are central features of this event. There will be three optional field trips to nearby historic venues, including Saint Pierre. 

MEXICO 

DAY OF THE HOLY CROSS – MAY 3rd 
On May 3rd masons build altars dedicated to the cross adorned with flowers, candles and colourful paper. People working in construction, and are expected to take part in some form of celebration at noon. The night before a cross made of excess work material and adorned. This cross is placed on the highest point of the work and decorated with coloured paper and flowers. After installing the cross, there is much celebration and there is much merriment as traditional dishes are served to friends and family.
NICARAGUA 
PALO DE MAYO (MAYPOLE FESTIVAL – MAY 
The Maypole festival starts at the beginning of May and ends at the end of the month. This custom dates back to the 19th century. It is an adaption of an English custom of celebrating the first day of May. It begins the first of May with a presentation of a tree, which is decorated with fruits and colourful ribbons. Dances are performed around this tree to celebrate the coming of the rainy season and new life. The festival is also a tribute to the Mayaya African goddess of fertility.
PANAMA 
FESTIVAL DE MANGO – MAY 15th – 18th 
The purpose of this festival is to encourage and develop activities that promote the economic, social and cultural value of traditional products (in this case, mango).  More than fifteen (15) types of mango are part of this exposé. There will be exhibitions, sales, competitions, tastings and musical entertainment.
SINT MAARTEEN 
FISH DAY – MAY 4th 
 This day is the dedicated to the celebration of fish in Sint Maarten. The celebration includes the presentation of various species of fish, cooking demonstrations and tastings. This event will take place in Cul de Sac Bay, Sint Maarten. 
CARNIVAL – MAY 5th 

The carnival season for 2014 will begin on April 21st. This carnival will feature events such as beauty pageants, calypso competitions, concerts, parades and other cultural events. The grandest of all the parades take place on the Queen's Birthday (April 29th). Many spectators pack the streets of Philipsburg vying for a spot to see the musicians, the outrageous costumes, and the colorful floats. The Last Lap, the grand finale of the Carnival, includes a symbolic burning of King Momo, a straw figure who embodies the spirit of Carnival. Sint Maarteen’s folklore claims that burning this effigy will purge the community of its sins and bad luck.
ST KITTS AND NEVIS 
LABOUR DAY – MAY 5th 

Labour Day is celebrated annually in St Kitts and Nevis. May 1st is the day designated for this celebration and the country enjoys a national holiday on this date. Parades and parties are organized by the nation’s workers to commemorate this. 

ST LUCIA 

ST LUCIA JAZZ FESTIVAL – APRIL 30th – MAY 11th 
This event will attract thousands of Cultural enthusiasts, festival lovers and music aficionados from around the world. Over 50 world-acclaimed artistes will be featured during this 12 day festival. Some of the performers include Allison Hinds, Barrington Levy, the Commodores and Tessanne Chin. 

ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

2014 HAIROUN BEER MAYREAU REGATTA – MAY 1st – 4th 
This is a fun filled event which includes game fishing, kite flying, cooking competitions, talent shows and sailing contests. It takes place on Mayreau, one of the inhabited islands of St Vincent and the Grenadines that can only be accessed by boat or helicopter. This remoteness of this area makes this experience even more spectacular.
SURINAME 
LABOUR DAY – MAY 1st 

Labour Day is celebrated annually in Suriname. May 1st is the day designated for this celebration and the country enjoys a national holiday on this date. Parades and parties are organized by the nation’s workers to commemorate this.
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

INDIAN ARRIVAL – MAY 30th 

Indian Arrival Day is the annual commemoration of the arrival of Indians from the Indian subcontinent to other countries in the world. Trinidad and Tobago commemorates the arrival of the first Indian Indentured labourers from India to Trinidad, in May 1845, on a ship called the Fatel Razack. The Fatel Razack brought not only a new labour force to assist in the economic development of Trinidad, but also a new people with a new culture. On 30th May each year, Indian Arrival Day commemorates this momentous event by staging a re-enactment of the arrival of the Fatel Razack at various beaches throughout Trinidad and Tobago. There is also music and dance, and outstanding members of the community are honoured for their contributions to society.
VENEZUELA 

LABOUR DAY – MAY 1st 

Labour Day is celebrated annually in Venezuela. May 1st is the day designated for this celebration and the country enjoys a national holiday on this date. Parades and parties are organized by the nation’s workers to commemorate this.

CROSS OF MAY – MAY 3rd 
This festival is held on the 3rd of this month annually in Caracas. During  this Christian festival, the locals gather to pay respect to crosses that have been adorned with garlands, pray and sing hymns. 
