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5th SUMMIT 

OF HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF
THE STATES AND TERRITORIES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES
SIXTH EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

Pétion-Ville, April 25th, 2013
ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HIS EXCELLENCY PIERRE-RICHARD CASIMIR

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs,

Ladies, and Gentlemen of the Government,

Honourable Members of Parliament,

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen of the local and international press,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In addressing you this morning, I acknowledge the importance and the reach of what brings us together for the Fifth Summit of the Association of Caribbean States. Undeniably, we have had the opportunity to meet in the past months in other forums, and under different circumstances; but were always driven by the mutual interest which involves bringing our people closer together, strengthening the relations between our countries and reinforcing the connections between our nations.
I recognize your role in defining and implementing the unity of our region and, as such, today’s meeting is of symbolic value. It is the symbol of a mosaic of cultures, of diversity of languages, and of a plurality of political and social regimes converging towards a common goal: integration through cooperation and sharing.
By receiving you in Port-of-Prince, or rather, in Pétion-Ville today, Ladies, Gentlemen, it is my pleasure to extend my warmest welcome on behalf of the Government and the People of Haiti, who are delighted by your presence which, undoubtedly, bestows a particular lustre and a greater radiance on this Fifth Summit of the ACS.
I thank you very much for making this journey and it is my hope that the Declaration of Petion-Ville and the strategic Plan of Action which will spring from our discussions and debates, will contribute to the strengthening of our cohesion, the increase of our influence. I am, of course, aware of the obstacles that will arise on one hand, from the insularity of many of our countries, and on the other hand, from the frequency of the natural disasters which, in varying degrees, affect our region on a regular basis.

Nevertheless, since 1994, the year of the creation of our Association, we have placed a bet on good understanding, consultation and dialogue in order to succeed in building a strong and united Great Caribbean region.
In 19 years, the ACS has achieved a steady growth,  the credit for which this goes to its brave Members and Associate Members and to its affiliated countries, territories and organizations, because they are convinced of the relevance of the Association’s objectives consisting in converting the region into an area of continued cooperation through sustainable tourism, trade, transport, prevention and collective management of natural disasters and, above all, through the preservation of the environmental integrity of the Caribbean Sea.
Ladies, Gentlemen, Ministers,


Thanks to its functioning and structures, our Association entrusted us with a major role in formulating public policies, in orienting and building its future. The Ministerial Council, the main deliberating and strategic choice body, commands us to work in a more assiduous manner to fulfil our objectives and complete our actions in terms of productivity, growth of foreign trade, improvement of the balance of trade and payments, and of the purchasing power of our populations. It is obvious that each one of our countries and territories aims for growth to reach well-being, for the creation of productive jobs in order to improve the living conditions of our populations, and for the strengthening of savings to face unknown future risks.


The main mission of the Ministerial Council of the ACS is to ensure that the region’s growth remains stable, to create and share resources in an equitable manner in order to eliminate or reduce the glaring inequalities and growing imbalances between and within the Member States of our Association. That was, in my opinion, the vow and desire of ACS’s pioneers.  


Likewise, our action must weigh on the work of the Council of the National Representatives of the Special Fund in charge of, among other things, monitoring the efforts to mobilise funding and develop structural projects with a direct impact in terms of sustainable development and improvement of the well-being of our peoples.


I think it is imperative to revive the Council and revitalize this Special Fund. This initiative will allow us to define programmes and projects with strategic interest for the region and for each one of our States. It will also contribute to increased cooperation in various areas, and to making our populations better understand the importance and meaning of their belonging to a particular geographic space exposed to climate hazards and united by common values and a common destiny.

Ladies, Gentlemen Ministers,

Dear Colleagues,
The work accomplished by our experts and delegations in the last two days deserves all of our admiration and appreciation. Since the beginning of our preparatory work, I’ve seen them toil, discussing strategies, putting the finishing touches to the texts, rewriting the history of our insularity and of our Association. I am convinced that the first drafts will win your support while we will expect the ultimate approval from our Heads of State and Government.


I avail myself of the occasion this morning to welcome the presence of Ministers who come from distant places and were determined to attend this summit. May they rest assured of our friendship and gratitude. I acknowledge the message they wish to convey, that is that solidarity has no borders.


It is in this spirit that on behalf of the President of the Republic, His Excellency Mr Michel Joseph MARTELLY, the Prime Minister, Mr Laurent LAMOTHE, the Government, the Haitian people and on my own behalf, I wish you, Excellencies, Ladies, Gentlemen Ministers, Delegations, a very pleasant stay in Haiti and fruitful work sessions.

Long live the Association of Caribbean states!

Long live Caribbean solidarity!

Long live Haiti!

Thank you.
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