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5th SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES 
RAPORTEUR’S  REPORT
<HAITI>
The 5th Summit of Heads of State/Government of the Association of Caribbean States was held at the Hotel Karibe de Pétion Ville in the Republic of Haiti on April 26, 2013.
Taking part in this Meeting of the Association were the following Heads of State and/or Government: H.E. Michel Joseph Martelly, President and  H.E. Laurent Lamothe, Prime Minister; the Commonwealth of the Bahamas: the Hon. Perry Christie, Prime Minister; Belize: the Hon. Dean Oliver Barrow, Prime Minister; Colombia: H.E. Juan Manuel Santos, President; Cuba: H.E. Miguel Díaz-Canel Bérmudez, First Vice President for State Councils and Ministries; Guatemala: H.E. Otto Pérez Molina, President; Honduras: HE Porfirio Lobo Sosa, President; Jamaica: the Hon.on.HH Portia Simpson-Miller, Prime Minister;  Mexico: H.E. Enrique Peña Nieto, President; the Dominican Republic: H.E. Danilo Medina Sánchez, President; Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela: H.E. Elias Jaua Milano, Vice President Political Matters and Minister of Foreign Affairs; and Chile, Observer Country: H.E. Sebastián Piñera, President.
Accompanying the Heads of State and/or Government at the Summit, were high level delegations from 23 Member States, 1 Associate Member, 4 Founding Observers, 7 Observer Countries and several Special Guests.  The list of participants is attached as Annex I.

INAUGURAL SESSION 
At the inauguration of the Fifth ACS Summit of Heads of State and/or Government, the President of the Republic of Haiti, His Excellency Michel Joseph Martelly, delivered remarks, expressing that Haiti felt honoured to host the Fifth Summit of the ACS, and extended a warm welcome to the dignitaries present, to the Secretary General and to the all ACS Members. 
President Martelly explained that the purpose of this Summit is to reflect together in the political ambit, on those issues that affect the nations of the Greater Caribbean. While significant advancements have been made during the Association’s 18 year journey, there are still many challenges to be overcome in order to minimise the vulnerability of the Caribbean states. President Martelly invited delegates to sign the Declaration of Pétion Ville, which represents the commitment of its members to the ACS, in order to consolidate a proper Caribbean identity, and to strengthen the ACS as an organisation for co-operation. In that respect, on behalf of the Haitian Government, he put forward the following proposals: the creation of a natural disaster rapid response unit; the convening of Summits of ACS Heads of State and Government more frequently, perhaps every two years; the promotion of the cultural diversity of the Caribbean, since this is a fundamental parameter for integrating the peoples of the Greater Caribbean; and also the promotion of science and technology for the development of the peoples and nations of the region by way of interaction among the universities of the Caribbean. He emphasized that the ACS Secretariat should play the role of Secretariat of Secretariats of the Greater Caribbean, in order to thereby achieve greater relevance at the international level. The text of President Martelly’s intervention is attached as Annex II.

The Secretary General, His Excellency Ambassador Alfonso Múnera, congratulated the President of Haiti for the excellent organization of this event and warmly welcomed all present. He then drew reference to the fact that the Association of Caribbean States was the fruit born out of the vision of a group of Caribbean leaders during the period 1980-1990 who, with an in-depth knowledge of the difficult and complex international circumstances existing at that time, created the ACS as a space for political dialogue toward co-operation among the countries of the Greater Caribbean. All governments belonging to the region embraced the idea with enthusiasm and made a decisive contribution to its establishment.

The Secretary General affirmed that in the context of the contemporary world, marked by an off-balancing of the global political power, by severe crises in several European Union economies, by the strengthening of the integration and co-operation processes of Latin American and Caribbean nations, the ACS is today, more than ever before, a powerful tool, unique in the current circumstances, in which its 25 Member States and 4 Associate Members can dialogue and co-operate freely and autonomously regarding issues of concern to the Greater Caribbean. Among them, the Secretary General highlighted protection against the extreme vulnerability of Caribbean islands and coasts; the pressing need to produce, jointly, a significant programme with strategic projects that would help to improve connectivity among Caribbean countries in the area of transport; as well as the urgent need to return to intra-Caribbean co-operation and develop sustainable tourism, education and culture.  In that regard, he underscored the consensus reached among Member States for the Plan of Action to contribute to the fulfilment of these objectives. The full text of Secretary General Munera’s intervention is attached as Annex III.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS


The Agenda for the meeting was approved and is attached as Annex IV.
FIRST PLENARY SESSION
During this session, the interventions of the Heads of State and/or Government of the Member States and Associate Members of the Association of Caribbean States were presented as follows: 
Remarks by the Host Country of the Summit, H.E. Michel Joseph MARTELY, President of the Republic of Haiti
The President thanked the Heads of State present and the delegations who had participated in the gala held the previous day, acknowledging the cultural exhibits of Guatemala, displaying models in traditional Guatemalan attire; he also thanked Colombia for showcasing its music.  President Martelly then gave the floor to the Jamaican Leader.
The Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Honourable Portia Simpson-Miller thanked both the President of the host country and the Chairman of the Ministerial Council for having assumed the commitment to such a great and successful meeting.  She reaffirmed her country’s commitment to the process of revitalising the Association and declared that as a founding member, Jamaica continues to participate actively in the efforts of the Association, with the hope that it will continue to tackle its challenges with a renewed sense of revitalisation and co-operation. She highlighted the fact that the Association had made significant achievements and that the future holds many possibilities.
The Prime Minister affirmed that the Caribbean Sea is a crucial element of the viability and economic process of the Region. Thus, her Government supports the work of the Commission to ensure the sustainable use of the Sea and for the initiative to remain a priority on both the regional and international agendas. Jamaica will continue to work closely with the Association toward the goal of the Caribbean Sea being declared a special area. The Prime Minister insisted that it was necessary to stay focussed on the objectives aimed at the development of each Member country and to make every effort to increase co-operation as set forth in the Plan of Action to be signed that day. 
The Prime Minister expressed her appreciation to the Panamanian Government for its excellent work as Chairman in promoting the revitalisation of the Association, as well as its recent commitment to the Special Fund and co-operation in the Greater Caribbean. She also applauded the Mexican Government for its fervent commitment and support to the Special Fund and for all its efforts toward a more efficient Association. She insisted that it is necessary to intensify a multiple co-operation approach among the members of the Association, with a view to ensuring a more productive future for all; to continue the journey together as a family, becoming one force and one voice that would be recognised in the global scenario, producing and promoting positive development. We should not be actors in someone else’s story, but rather, authors of our own dynamic destiny.   
The Guatemalan President, His Excellency Otto Pérez Molina indicated that the ACS is a unique regional scenario in the Greater Caribbean for maintaining dialogue and concerted action among the States of the Caribbean, toward greater regional integration in its four areas of work. He made reference to the fact that due to their geographic location, many members have a high vulnerability to disasters, especially those related to climate change. He issued an appeal to capitalise on the technology within everyone’s reach, in order to eliminate isolation and attain greater connectivity as partners of prosperity. The President urged everyone to unite in the same voice and agenda before other international forums, so as to achieve in that way, increased co-operation and fair treatment in trade relations. Guatemala encourages as a matter of priority, the scientific and comprehensive conservation of the waters and territory of the Caribbean Sea, that non-renewable asset which all share and must use in an adequate and rational manner. The President further expressed his country’s concern over transnational crime, particularly drug trafficking, a grave threat that causes tremendous economic and social damage. It is hoped that the next meeting of the OAS carded for June 4-6 of this year, would arrive at more effective responses to control and regulate the drug market. 
President Pérez Molina intimated that Guatemala had come to this Summit, conscious of the fact that the time is right to make every effort to transform the ACS in light of the new times and the major changes taking place on the world stage.   
The President of Haiti expressed his country’s thanks to all those who stood by them following the earthquake that claimed thousands of lives. He was pleased to be able to report some of the advancements made since then: 700km of paved road; 3,000 housing units delivered and just the day before, an agreement was signed with Venezuela to build 4,400 new such units. He also mentioned several social projects that are underway, machine-assisted agricultural reactivation; contributions of seeds, in addition to cleaning of the drainage system. The President further indicated that Haiti is taking its destiny into its own hands and that everyone’s presence at the Summit was perhaps one of the best ways of helping them. It is a positive sign to the world regarding security in Haiti. He also reported that the Commission for External Aid for Development (CAED) had been created, a body that would be responsible for international aid in order to ensure greater efficiency and improved coordination. President Martelly made an appeal to Leaders for unity at this level, so that all could be strengthened against the common scourge of hurricanes. He then introduced the President of the Republic of Colombia as the next speaker. 
The President of Colombia, His Excellency Juan Manuel Santos, indicated that his Government is extremely proud and pleased to have a compatriot like Ambassador Alfonso Múnera serving as Secretary General of this organisation. Colombia has a tremendous Caribbean vocation, as well as bonds with the region, both past and present. Since the inception of the Association, his country has been committed to its development and strengthening, and he ratified Colombia’s willingness to be a part of the endeavour to revitalise the ACS.  
The Colombian President expressed his country’s desire to identify and execute projects that would contribute to the development and prosperity of the region that would increase co-operation. He stated further that they considered it imperative that connectivity be improved, whether through maritime or air channels. He reported that his Government had taken steps with two major airlines, Avianca-Taca, headquartered in Bogotá and with Caribbean Airlines based in Port of Spain, to meet other players involved in the aeronautical sector, with a view to improving air connectivity.

The President confirmed his Government’s fervent support for the convening of the annual Business Forum of the Greater Caribbean and its support for any regional initiative to increase co-operation in the areas of education, culture, science and technology.   

The President also made reference to natural disasters and to the fact that Colombia, just like many Greater Caribbean countries, has been affected and is among the most vulnerable. Given these circumstances, they have created a highly effective National Risk Management System, and have placed same at the service of several countries in the region.

The President of Colombia expressed his satisfaction with the Plan of Action and the seven strategic areas identified, which provides a work plan and concrete projects to be carried out within a two-year period, facilitating the measuring and evaluation necessary.
The Colombian President stated that it is crucial to strengthen the Special Fund in order to promote co-operation projects not included in the Association’s ordinary budget and to have a permanent manager. Also, his Government has confirmed that it is willing to contribute to the Fund.  

The President then referred to the intervention presented by his counterpart, the Guatemalan President, and in particular, to the drug problem. He pointed out that despite his Government’s success in dismantling a considerable number of these criminal organisations, the latter have a tremendous capacity to adjust and mutate into new forms of crime.
The President explained that for 40 years, no objective and analytical study had been formulated on the issue of drug trafficking. Nevertheless, his Government charged the Organisation of American States (OAS) with such a task and he suggested to the Guatemalan President that they present same to the OAS Assembly in Guatemala on May 17 of this year, so as to initiate the discussion and then expand it globally, also in the United Nations and the European Union. The Leader thanked Cuba and Venezuela for their support in the consultations held with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).

The President also applauded Haiti for being even more empowered by solutions to its complex problems. He then proceeded to reiterate to President Martelly, Colombia’s total readiness to continue supporting the process for the reconstruction and institutional strengthening of his great country in areas like security, the coffee chain, job training, among others.  
The Colombian President reiterated his country’s absolute willingness to co-operate and do its utmost in building a more prosperous, just and better communicated Greater Caribbean, for the good of the peoples of the region.
The President of the Dominican Republic, His Excellency Danilo Medina Sánchez congratulated the Haitian President and Government on hosting the Summit and reflected on the common vision toward the future that unites the two peoples. He recognised the ACS as an exceptional forum for intensifying the dialogues on co-operation, coordination and development as demanded by the peoples of the Greater Caribbean. The President indicated that he is truly optimistic about the re-focus being given to the ACS by this Summit and expressed the commitment of the Dominican Republic to support it unequivocally, toward accomplishing its noble mission. The President then stated that it is an honour to have a Dominican elected to serve as the Association’s Trade Director and assured that every effort will be made to create an enhanced economic space for trade and investment. The President further reiterated his Government’s special interest in promoting efforts in the area of risk prevention and early response. He underscored that during the two terms at the helm of the Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction, the Dominican Republic collaborated with the Secretariat and Finland on the SHOCS initiative, from which 16 countries benefited. The Dominican Republic also supports other projects that are underway like the Regional Forum on Vulnerability, and the HOPEFOR project, in collaboration with Qatar and Turkey, whose objective is to enhance the effectiveness and coordination of regional emergency mechanisms in the event of natural disasters. President Medina Sanchez then expressed his country’s full commitment to collaborate in this forum and in any multilateral forum that would allow the improvement of life for the peoples of the region, and for the promotion of a development model that is fairer and more just in nature. The President made an appeal to move forward with the common agenda, with concrete projects and with commitment.
The President of Mexico, His Excellency Enrique Peña Nieto applauded the convening of this 5th ACS Summit, more so since almost eight years had elapsed since the last Summit. He pointed out that this was evidence of the interest held by countries of the Caribbean to accept each other not only as neighbours, but genuinely as brothers and sisters, in order to achieve the harmonious and balanced development of the region. The President indicated that his Government gives top priority to solidarity and co-operation with the Latin American and Caribbean region. 

President Peña Nieto urged that programmes of humanitarian assistance and economic reconstruction for the people of Haiti, be continued. Thus, he reiterated Mexico’s commitment to support them through increased co-operation.
The President indicated that further that the Association is the most extensive co-operation and integration initiative in the Caribbean region, and that, following this meeting, a new phase in favour of cohesion among its members, would begin.  Moreover, the Government of Mexico will continue to be an active promoter of the ACS.
He pointed out that even though there was evidence of various integration processes and mechanisms in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Association of Caribbean States is the ideal forum for addressing with greater precision the aspirations and challenges of Caribbean societies. Thus, the importance of this Fifth Summit, of the Declaration of Haití, and of the Plan of Action which was to signed by all and to which all would be committed.
In this regard, President Peña Nieto outlined the five main goals for the region: 1) to foster prosperity and competitiveness for its peoples so that these may be the mechanism by which development can be fast-tracked; 2) to work in favour of a more inclusive region, so as to bridge the gaps of inequality; 3) to foster and support a climate of peace and respect for Human Rights; 4) to strengthen a Caribbean in harmony with the Environment, and 5) a region that is up to the challenges of the times.
Finally, President Peña Nieto ratified Mexico’s commitment to support the creation of an ACS Project Management Unit, which would allow the Association to identify economic support for its projects and objectives.

The complete Intervention made by the President of Mexico is attached as Annex V.  
President Martelly conveyed the sincere appreciation of his Government and people to Mexico, for its co-operation and complementarity with Haiti. He also thanked the Mexican Leader for their assistance in the field of tourism and for opening up in this way, access to the Mesoamerican Fund. 
The Chairman of the Summit then gave the floor to the President of Chile, Observer Country of the ACS.   

The Chilean President, His Excellency Sebastián Piñera, addressed the participants indicating that his delegation was extremely conscious of being in the first Latin American and Caribbean country to have achieved its independence. He assured them that although Chile was a physically distant country, it has always felt and been very close to the community of Caribbean States and that it shared their vulnerability to disasters. In that regard, he advised that Chile had developed a line of collaboration which has proven to be highly successful. 
The Chilean President further expressed his country’s strong will to strengthen co-operation ties that would translate into concrete works. Chile has established a Free Trade Treaty with the Central American States, ties that they wish to expand and deepen. In fact, in the framework of the CELAC, they have incorporated the President of Haiti into the troika of that entity, in his capacity as President Pro-Tempore of CARICOM. 
The President of Chile stated that there is no doubt that we are living in tough times, when the global economic crisis that began in 2008 is still ongoing; we can also see that Europe is in a recession and that the United States is not enjoying such strong and firm recovery as in times gone by. However, we can be sure that this crisis will come to an end, and thus, this is the time for Caribbean countries to be prepared to capitalise on the numerous opportunities that will accompany such recovery. It is in that context that Chile wishes to collaborate with each and every country belonging to the Greater Caribbean region. 
President Piñera expressed gratitude for this opportunity to strengthen ties with the members of the Association.
The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, the Honourable Perry Christie underscored the recovery capacity demonstrated by the Haitian people and stated that everyone applauded their re-introduction onto the regional and international stages, clearly evidenced by Haiti’s role as host of this 5th ACS Summit and the 24th Intersessional Meeting of the CARICOM Heads of Government Conference. 
The Prime Minister took the opportunity to extend condolences to the Government and people of Venezuela on the passing of President Hugo Chávez. He also congratulated the new President, Nicolás Maduro.
The Prime Minister reported that The Bahamas welcomes the theme of the 5th ACS Summit.  However, with the goal of revitalising the region, it was necessary the return to the original vision set forth in the Convention Establishing the Association, as well as the original Declaration and Plan of Action, and to arrive at a more substantial agenda by means of consultations among members on areas of policies and strategic decisions.  
The Prime Minister acknowledged the Government of Barbados for its role in the Caribbean Sea Initiative and for its exceptional management as Chair of the Commission for two consecutive terms.
The Prime Minister indicated that, being cognisant of the significance of the Convention that establishes the Sustainable Tourism Zone of the Greater Caribbean, Bahamas lamented that after twelve years it still had not entered into force. Toward that end, the Prime Minister urged all countries that had not yet done so, to sign and ratify it in a spirit of solidarity and commitment.
The Prime Minister reiterated Bahamas’ commitment to the Caribbean region and to its full development in the cultural, social, economic, scientific and technological areas. He applauded Members for their ongoing efforts in consultation, co-operation and connectivity, highlighting as examples the Memorandum of Understanding between CDEMA and the ACS, and the establishment of the OECS Economic Union.
The Prime Minister further expressed his country’s delight in noting that France had given its territories in the region, the capacity to apply for Associate Member status in the ACS. Thus, his country gladly accepts the requests presented by Guadeloupe and Martinique to become ACS members on their own behalf. 
The Prime Minister of Bahamas then congratulated the Secretary General and his team on their commitment to revitalising the organisation. He reiterated Bahamas’ commitment to the ACS and to the Secretary General toward the advancement of regional co-operation for the benefit of the Greater Caribbean.

PRIVATE SESSION
In the context of the Lunch organised by the Haitian president for his Counterparts, the Heads of State/Government proceeded to their Private Session, during which they addressed the theme of the Summit presented by the Host Country: Revitalising the Association of Caribbean States for a stronger and more united Greater Caribbean.
Simultaneously, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs in attendance proceeded to the Lunch organised in their honour by H.E. Pierre-Richard Casimir, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti.
SIGNATURE AND ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION OF THE 5th SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE/GOVERNMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES 
The Heads of State and /or Government, as well as the participating delegations thus unanimously adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of the 5th Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the Association of Caribbean States, hereinafter referred to as: DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION OF PETION VILLE.  These documents have been circulated under cover of Note C156/2013/SG dated May 6th, 2013.
The Meeting then proceeded with the signing of the Declaration of Pètion-Ville and the accompanying Plan of Action.  Both documents were prepared in the three official languages of the Association of Caribbean States, English, Spanish and French. Heads of State and/or Government, as well as Heads of Delegation, were invited in groups of three to the signature desk where they signed the documents, in the order outlined in Annex VI of this Report.

SPECIAL COMMUNIQUÉS 
Special Communiqués were prepared and adopted, to acknowledge and congratulate the Peoples and Governments of Barbados, Grenada, Venezuela and Paraguay on the recent elections which had been held in these countries. Said Communiqués have been circulated under cover of Note C157/2013/SG dated May 6th, 2013.
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES 
The official photograph of the V Summit is appended hereto as Annex VII.
SECOND PLENARY SESSION
His Excellency Orlando Gómez, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, read the speech of the Nicaraguan President, Mr. Daniel Noruega Saavedra, expressing thanks and support to the Government and People of Haiti, recognising their historical achievements in the fight for freedom, underscoring the courage of their heroes like Alexander Pétion and Toussaint L’Ouverture. The Leader also extended his congratulations for all the efforts undertaken toward the convening of the 5th Summit which contributed to the objectives of unity in national sovereignty, solidarity and complementarities, also ratifying the fraternal will to develop the bonds of exchange and co-operation, and encouraging a prominent role by the women and youth of the region. The Leader reaffirmed the solidarity of the Nicaraguan Government with the reconstruction of Haiti. He also expressed its support for the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the democratic processes being carried out in that fellow country. 
His Excellency Fernando Núñez Fábrega, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama, on behalf of His Excellency President Ricardo Bertinelli, expressed his thanks for the efforts undertaken by Haiti in the preparations for the convening of the 5th Summit. The challenges currently being faced by nations, make it necessary to show that the region is more united and stronger than ever before and that the ACS plays a unifying role. Panama, in its capacity as Chair of the Council of the ACS, was honoured to support the Haitian Government in its proposal to host this Summit. He further highlighted the issues of climate change and global warming as the greatest threats facing the region. The Minister affirmed that Panama is committed to such issues and will do everything in its power to revisit them during its tenure as President Pro-tempore of SICA.  He then stressed the importance of Transport, especially in the context of the expansion of the Panama Canal, Multidestination Tourism, Trade investment, the empowerment of women, as well as the development of small and medium enterprises. The Minister indicated that the recent degree of participation by members and other entities was encouraging; this trend should be increased in order to develop a stronger convening power and a definition of common positions. The Minister made reference to the mandate received from the 18th Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the ACS to boost the Special Fund Unit in its executive administration and announced that his Government had made a financial contribution to assist with the contracting of a Project Manager. The Minister of Foreign Affairs also acknowledged that the Plan of Action will facilitate the convergence of positions and initiatives for a renewed institutional perspective. In light of the foregoing, the Minister predicted that the ACS will emerge from the 5th Summit strengthened in its objectives and with a greater commitment. 
In closing, the Minister of Foreign Affairs reiterated Panama’s support and commitment to the ACS, its Secretary General and its current Chairman. 
The First Vice President of State Councils and Ministries of Cuba, His Excellency Miguel Díaz-Canel Bérmudez, indicated that Cuba fully supports the objective to re-launch the Association in keeping with its foundational bases and that the words voiced by the Commander in Chief, Fidel Castro Ruz, during the First Summit, are absolutely valid today. Stronger regional co-operation and concerted action are destined to achieve sustained and effective development in the thematic areas of the ACS. This Fifth ACS Summit can be an historic one if it truly marks the start of a new stage that would respond to the aspirations of  member countries. 
The First Vice President called attention to the creation of the CELAC as an event of prime importance which fosters regional unity for the wellbeing and dignity of the peoples of the Region. He acknowledged the legacy of President Hugo Chávez, who promoted and contributed significantly to the integrationist principle; examples of this being ALBA, Petrocaribe and CELAC. 

First Vice President Díaz-Canel Bérmudez affirmed that the ACS must serve as a bridge between the island Caribbean and Latin America, and that regional integration is a pressing need. He then announced that Cuba, in its capacity as Vice Chairman of the Ministerial Council, will contribute to the fulfilment of the Agenda and the founding principles of the organisation, sharing its experiences where possible, in the issues that currently constitute challenges. 
The First Vice President made a call for the materialisation of commitments to support the reconstruction and future development of Haiti, a people to whom everyone is indebted for having launched one of the first revolutions for freedom and independence on the American continent. He insisted that political will and decision-making are essential in order for our America to have a stronger Association and for the Caribbean to also have a joint, fair, united and triumphant Latin America. 
Her Excellency Ambassador Mireya Agüero de Corrales, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras, expressed, on behalf of President Porfirio Lobo Sosa, her country’s support for the dignity, vitality and civic duty of the Government and People of Haiti towards a better future, especially after the tragic earthquake of 2010. She then acknowledged the efforts undertaken by President Martelly’s Administration to recover the country’s infrastructure and to execute a land management plan that will allow the creation of 30,000 jobs, as well as important projects with social benefits. The Minister further mentioned that this meeting allows for the joint definition of concrete actions to develop the Caribbean region, since a Caribbean united by air and sea will facilitate trade and investment, and consequently sustainable tourism, as well as small and medium enterprises. Minister Agüero de Corrales explained that Honduras shares the vision of a renewed impetus of the forum that is the Association of Caribbean States. The Minister reported that Honduras and Haiti had signed a co-operation agreement in the areas of agriculture and the conservation of natural resources, as an example of south-south co-operation and brotherhood between both peoples. 
The Vice President, Political Affairs and Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Excellency Elías Jaua, presented greetings from the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, H.E. Nicolás Maduro Moros, expressing congratulations on the success of this Summit convened among brothers and sisters. He indicated that Haiti was considered sacred by Venezuela. 
The Vice President declared that his Government was pleased with this revitalisation of the Association manifested in the massive presence of its Members.  He reiterated the commitment enshrined in his country’s constitution to strengthen the Caribbean area, and highlighted ALBA as an integration scheme with high social content and a strong step of solidarity. He noted that the energy variable in the region is of prime importance in the effort to achieve sustainable development.
Vice President Jaua stated that Venezuela, as a founding member of the ACS, fully supports the Declaration and Plan of Action of Pétion Ville and makes available its country’s experience in regional development. The Foreign Affairs Minister also acknowledged the presence of Dr. Rodolfo Sanz and Dr. Luis Rivas, high officials of Petrocaribe.
The Minister of Tourism of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Honourable Stephen Cadiz, indicated that it was appropriate to convene this Summit in Haiti at this juncture, taking into account the challenges being faced by the developing countries of the ACS. This Summit allowed all to remember their obligation to nurture and safeguard the organisation and its theme is without a doubt, an important call for joint action. 

Minister Cadiz urged all in attendance to not lose sight of the ACS’ objectives, such as strengthening regional co-operation and the integration process with a view to creating an economic space; the preservation of the environmental integrity of the Caribbean Sea; as well as the promotion of sustainable development. He affirmed that the development of transport infrastructure at the regional level is crucial in order to achieve the connectivity required for greater integration; therein lies the need to implement a common policy for air transport and to promote co-operation among the airlines that belong to the territory of ACS countries. 
The Minister touched on the Caribbean Sea Commission and its leadership role in efforts to achieve the protection of our Sea. He urged all, that by solemnly adopting the Plan of Action of Pétion Ville, Members were unanimously pledging to avoid any action that could pose a threat to this common patrimony of the peoples of the Caribbean. 
The Minister also referred to the challenge of creating new opportunities to face unique circumstances. In this regard, he made mention of the proposal which the Honourable Winston Dookeran, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago, had presented to the 18th Ordinary Meeting of the Ministerial Council. The notion is premised on the facilitation of capital movement, the integration of capital markets, the development of transportation infrastructure and the reorientation of the policies of the International Financial Institutions to better equip regional economies to withstand exogenous shocks, among other things. 

Minister Cadiz also drew reference to the belief that success is the product when opportunity, vision and preparedness coalesce. He therefore called on everyone to appreciate the vision of H.E. President Martelly in offering to host the Summit and to seize the opportunity to propel the Association forward. 
The Minister of Planning, Lands and Forest Management of Suriname, His Excellency Ginmardo Kromosoeto expressed his gratitude for the hospitality extended by the Government of Haiti and indicated that it is imperative for the results of this Summit to improve the standard of living of present and future generations as set forth in the Convention Establishing the ACS. He also voiced the firm conviction that dialogue and co-operation are key components for resolving the problems of the region. The ACS, located in the vortex of the regional integration process, offers a unique and special opportunity to create a relationship of collaboration between the public and private sectors that would facilitate new alliances. He also congratulated the ACS on having included in its Tourism and Trade work programmes, projects that create opportunities for women. The Minister stated further, that youth is another vital cross-cutting issue for his Government.  
Minister Kromosoeto highlighted the component of culture in its various expressions as pivotal, and reported that CARIFESTA XI will be held in the Republic of Suriname in August of this year, in recognition of the rich cultural legacy of the region and its significance for the integration process and regional sustainable development. He made an appeal for the issues of culture, education, science and technology to be included in the current budgetary provisions.
The Minister pointed out that Suriname had assumed the role of Chairman of the Special Committee on Transport for 2013, cognisant of the importance of the role of connectivity and ready to share its experiences in the area of Maritime Transport.  His Government fully supports the Port and Maritime Strategy of the Greater Caribbean; and keenly awaits the convening of the Forum of Airline Executives and Tourism Officials; it is also exploring potential synergies that would promote same.

The Minister then called attention to the importance of promoting sustainable tourism and, in particular, he applauded the recent efforts undertaken by the ACS toward the establishment of the Network of International and Regional Institutions which are pursuing a Sustainable Tourism portfolio in the Greater Caribbean. He stressed that the focus must be on generating tangible results.
Lastly, the Minister acknowledged the work done by Panama as the former Chair, especially the aspects pertaining to the convening of this Summit. He reaffirmed Suriname’s commitment to the objectives and work of the ACS.   
The Minister of Overseas Territories of France, His Excellency Victorin Lurel, affirmed that his presence on behalf of President François Hollande, in addition to the attendance by the President of the Guadeloupe Region, H.E. Josette BOREL-LINCERTIN, H.E. M. Serge LETCHIMY, President of the Martinique Region, as well as the Representative of the Guyane Region, are indicative of the importance that the Caribbean holds for his country. He also reiterated France’s commitment to continue accompanying Haiti in its reconstruction process, joining in particular, the efforts of the European Union and the international community. 
The Minister indicated that the ACS offers a unique platform for crucial dialogue and co-operation among the countries of the Caribbean region. France joins the dynamic to give it new impetus and expresses agreement with the guidelines presented in the Plan of Action. It agrees to involve the European Union in the implementation of its work programmes. 
Minister Lurel underlined the importance of the Caribbean Sea Commission, and in particular, the outstanding work done by Barbados during its term as Chairman. This common space, made up of fragile ecosystems and exposed to the consequences of climate warming, relies on the mobilisation of everyone for its protection.

The Minister stated that France supports the recommendations of the Declaration of Pétion-Ville to strengthen ground, air and maritime transportation in the region, and embraces initiatives such as the formulation of the Map of Maritime Routes of the Greater Caribbean and the Port Strategy.
Minister Lurel reaffirmed the support of the French Government for the candidatures of its Caribbean territories to become Associate Members of the ACS in their own right. This process demonstrates the will of these territories to be integrated into their regional environment and to participate in the common future of their historical, geographic, cultural and economic basin.  On behalf of France, he asked all Members of the Association to support Guadeloupe and Martinique in adopting their triple identity, that is to say, French, Caribbean and European. It was hoped that the Secretariat would successfully complete the adhesion process as soon as possible.
The ACS is an institution with an enormous and historical role to play, and France stands at its side to build a strong, united and prosperous Caribbean.

His Excellency José Enrique Castillo Barrante, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica began by recalling the purposes for which the ACS was created in 1994 and some of its achievements. He indicated that the international scenario presents new challenges that call for a revitalisation of the vision. He applauded the institutional restructuring efforts undertaken this year, thereby making the Secretariat a dynamic and effective instrument.
The Foreign Affairs Minister then emphasised that climate change and the financial crisis impose the obligation that efforts to tackle these challenges, be intensified. The enormity of the effects of climate change makes it imperative for the Association to demonstrate consensus in international forums. Minister Castillo reaffirmed his country’s commitment in assuming the chairmanship of the Caribbean Sea Commission, especially with the objective of seeking due general consensus for it to be declared a special area for its conservation and protection. In that respect, Costa Rica will present a new draft plan of action for effective management and a clear policy regarding coasts and seas.

Costa Rica will also place its experience and good practices in ecotourism at the disposal of the ACS, so that the Convention on the Sustainable Tourism Zone could enter into force. The Foreign Affairs Minister emphasised the absolute need to increase the bonds existing among all members for their wellbeing and expressed Costa Rica’s commitment to making it a reality.
His Excellency Mr. Jaime Miranda, Vice Minister of Cooperation for Development of El Salvador, thanked Haiti for its excellent work in organising and convening the Summit, together with all those who collaborated. He affirmed that the purpose of the ACS is to promote co-operation and concerted consultation, which will allow the Caribbean to be strengthened. This meeting demonstrates that Member States want more and better initiatives to be carried out that will redound in benefits for member countries, capitalising on the advantages of increased relations and friendships. The Minister further stated that the ACS has allowed a common vision to be consolidated on matters relevant to the Caribbean and that such a vision must guide its efforts in the social area and focus on the new needs of the region.  The Association should also continue collaboration in sustainable tourism, the dynamisation of trade, climate change, among others. In closing, he urged those present to pool their capabilities in order to execute the Plan of Action, thereby strengthening and deepening reciprocity and solidarity.
CONCLUSIONS
The Meeting of Heads of State and/or Government ratified the consensus of all Member States and Associate Members of the Association to strengthen their fraternity, friendship and closeness, in addition to their unequivocal will to collaborate and co-operate for the good and improvement of their peoples. They joined in a single voice to express thanks for the warmth, tremendous hospitality and excellent management of the Summit by the Government and People of their fellow Republic of Haiti.  President Martelly conveyed his heartfelt appreciation for everyone’s attendance and support for his country.
The Leaders were unanimous in their congratulations and best wishes to Mexico for its term as Pro-Tempore Chairman of the Ministerial Council, and also to Ambassador Alfonso Múnera, the Secretary General.

The Leaders ratified the founding principles of the Association, reaffirming that the ACS continues to serve as an ideal forum for consultation, co-operation and concerted action in its areas of work. This represented the fulfilment of the goal of the Summit which was to launch the process to revitalise the Association of Caribbean States for a stronger and more united Greater Caribbean.
6th SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES 
The President of Mexico, Pro-Tempore Chair of the Ministerial Council of the ACS, expressed  that it was his Government’s desire to celebrate the Twentieth Anniversary of the Association with the holding of the 6th Summit in Mexico in the first trimester of 2014.
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